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VTSSS Stream list for
Rapidan Chapter

April 24-30 2010
Albemarle County:

NF Moormans R. (Sugar Hollow)
NF Moormans R. (Blackrock Gap)
NF Moormans R. (upper reach)

Big Branch of Moormans River
Doyles River

Jones Run

South fork of Moormans River
Pond Ridge branch of Moormans R

Greene County:

Conway River (upper reach)

Bootens Run

Devils Ditch

Bush Mountain Stream

Pocosin Hollow

Entry Run

South River 1
vy Creek

Swift Run

Anyone wishing to collect data on a
particular stream or group of data
points please contact Kevin Daniels
or Marcia Woolman.

The VA Trout Stream Sensitivity Study (VTSSS), lead by UVA scientists, is one of
the most useful and fun things we do in TU. The purpose of the study is to track
the level of pH in our streams. Low pH is caused by acid deposition from rain &
snow onto our mountain trout streams and their watersheds. TU volunteers will
take to the mountains, locate their assigned stream, and the exact spot where the
water sample was taken 10 years ago. The location will have a tree with a num-
bered metal disk, so you know you're correct. UVA also now has GPS readings
and a full set of directions for each of the 445 sites. It's like a treasure hunt for sci-
ence. We are sampling pH to keep track of the increase or decrease in acid depo-
sition commonly known as "acid rain."

We will be collecting these water samples, putting them on ice, taking
them to a regional collector who will drive them to Charlottesville and deposit them
at the UVA Science lab where senior scientist, Rick Webb, and his team will do the
rest. This is the third statewide VTSSS; the first one being over 30 years ago, and
the last one in 2000.

It is pretty exciting to be part of the longest running acid rain study in the
nation, maybe in the world. If you wish to volunteer, contact your TU chapter coor-
dinator whose name appears below. Streams to be sampled will be distributed
through these TU chapter coordinators later this spring. Each chapter coordinator
will be given a block of streams and members will be assigned streams by them.
Thanks again for your interest in VTSSS and in the preservation of our native
brook trout streams.

Rapidan Coordinator: Kevin Daniels ( 2educ8rs@gmail.com )

Statewide Coordinator: Marcia Woolman ( mwoolman@crosslink.net)

From the VTSSS Website:

The VTSSS program is a cooperative effort involving the Department of Environmental Sciences at the
University of Virginia, Trout Unlimited, the National Park Service, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, the USDA Forest Service, the U.S. Geological Survey, and the Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries. The VTSSS program is coordinated with the Shenandoah Watershed Study
(SWAS). For more about the VTSSS and SWAS programs, including access to the cited EPA reports,
see

http://swas.evsc.virginia.edu or contact Rick Webb at rwebb@virginia.edu.
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Presidents Pool

| guess | begin by acknowledging that Mother Nature is certainly powerful, unfortunately, she prevailed with enough
oomph to cause us to have to cancel our annual fly fishing show for the first time in 22 years. This event is our pri-
mary fund raiser for supporting our availability help fund a bunch of conservation, education, advocacy, and restora-
tion projects throughout this 2010 calendar year. We did decide to extend the time frame to purchase both the Mon-
tana Trip and the Rod Raffle tickets and at the time of this newsletters printing - our drawing is scheduled to occur at
the Chapter Meeting on March 3. Wi nners wild.l be announced through
site in a while, visit www.rapidantu.org. Just so you know, we are looking at alternatives and other options to raise
some funds for this year, so if you have an idea or suggestion i send it to us or bring it to the Chapter meeting -
keep checking the web site. More information to com
snow throughout the rest of thisyearii f so, come visit me and | can fill

pLast monthds Chapter meeting,

__ huddled over Chris Murphy, who tied the "shock and awe" streamer
% (for both trout and bass), and his renowned foam beetle again for
those who missed it last year. We also divided our huddled time

)| with Richie Farino, general manager of Urban Angler in Arlington,

_ | who tied for us last year as well, he tied two flies - the "lite brite

- zonker" (trout and bass streamer) and the "sharks caddis," a very

” life like dry fly; and finally William Heresniak from Eastern Trophies
~ ., . also tied a couple of flies at Chapter meeting. A great venue for

“ " those of us who tie to learn something new, and really great for

A those of us wanting to learn about fly tying. Thanks again to Chris,
.« Richie, and William.

The next Chapter meeting (3/3/10) is our Ashow and t
ite fishing spots and the best flies to use at those
prepared to go Atrick fisho!!

Now to follow through with the fly tying and the show & tell i gettingreadyi part, | et dés go fi s
our March Chapter meeting begins our Fish-with-a-Friend events - 1% one hosted by Fred Kallmeyer, to be held on

t he Rapidan River. I f youdbdre not on the FWF efrei | I
kall@aol.com. Two weeks after that on the 17" (a Wednesday), Doug Farmer is our host for the Robinson River.
Hope to see you all there i time to shake off those house-b ound, shoveling snow fore
Trick Fish! You can find the rest of this yeards FW
Last weekend, several of us spent Saturday in Roanoke, either at the quarterly Virginia Council TU -VCTU meeting
or at the training/preparatory meeting for the Virginia Trout Stream Sensitivity Study - VTSSS which begins in April.
It was my first VCTU meeting and | was struck by how far reaching the multitude of conservation, restoration, educa-

itoés all being done by our volunteer efwwvivdiuorgt hr ough

I f you havené6t yet, you might t hiithkre ametadotiof activitieegoingoniy vy
more FWF, Kidoés Day/ Her i t ag®ayD/dssSs, the diginiaFyfrishihg Redival inCl e a
Waynesboro, VAéyoudbre gonna need a clone to keep up.
www.rapidantu.org.

I n closing, webve | ocated and -lpm gdteddn 1978 an owr web gite, alang with e
our Chapterod6s 5 year Strategy Plan, and wedre asking
tions regarding changes. The Board will be updating the Strategy Plan as a course of our annual review very soon,
so if you have something you want us to consider, send it to us. Meanwhile - get-up, get-out, and trick-f i s h é

Tight I ines and screamind reels!!

Rob Paul
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Rapidan Kidos | De
Now a Family Heritage Day
By Marcia Woolman
About 29 years ago the first| Raj
novel idea at the time; the first in Virginia, it is thought. It brought kids
and fish together in a format of the time. The goal: catch your 8 trout
l'imit, take O0em home to mom for |[din
Kidos Day like dad.
H Well, times have changed a little. Dad probably releases his
UpcomlngEvents trout; at | east his wild and native
trout is too valwuable to catch only
March 2010 catch and take some stocked fish home, but for several years now at
. M inL here i h I
3 7:30 PM Chapter Meeting Graves Oount::nt E)rdget L elre |ts ZO n|1uct morfe to Fe{arnd .
fMe m rH ver thirty Trout Unlimited volunteers from Rapidan, and wi
embe otspo someohelp from the Northern Virginia and the N. Shenandoah Valley
6 FwF Rapidan Chapters, they are teaching the kids, and their parents, about conser-
. vation, fly tying, fly casting, spin fishing in the pond for older kids,
17 FwF Robinson trout food identification (bugs), hunting, fishing and all about life in the
. country.
April 2010 , R
With the help of the Gravesg Fal
3 9:00 Heritage Dav/ K in t@ guntrb ecome a reality. There is so_mething for everyone.
9 y Ki h%!;3})and under still]l get to|cat
7 FwF Conway ing that catch and heading home, activities are plannedfor the entire
. . day. They could also take a hay|rid
8 7:30 pm Chapter Meeting and learn about the animals; go to the fee fishing trout pond, and
17 Rapidan Clean Up Day really S?‘?[ those bitg, Iurrlkerttrohut. For a small Ieeh, catch fitsh if they .
. : canb catec em in e stream. e
FwF Spring Brookie Tune Up Syria Country Store, and in general just absorb the simple, wonderful,
17 VCTU Quarterly meeting country life with views of the apple orchards and the mountains that
stretch as far as you could see.
24-30 VTSSS . -
This partnership with Graves, SNP, VDGIF and others, to
May 2010 create a day of fishing and conservation instruction, while having a
. . great time as a family, enjoying the big outdoors under blue skies and
2 Project Healing Waters newly budding trees and flowers, is a very special celebration of Vir-
5 FwF Rapidan giniabés annual Heritage Day. 1t]|was
_ that Jimmy Graves expects the number of people to be around 800 or
5 7:30 PM Chapter Meeting more this year. The opportunities for learning, though focused on fish-
ing, now include turkey hunting and calling, and a deer hunting simu-
- FWF Passage Creek | ator provided by VDGI F. TUb s nst
for the whole family, not just the little ones. Eagle Claw and various
The Rapidan Chapter of Trout Unlimited meets | other outdoor companies are donating registration gifts for every child
the first Wednesday of every month, 7:30 pm at: |that registers. There will be drawings, & information tables set up by
Sun Trust Bank the Nat ol Park Service, DEQ, VDGI F,
551 West Lee Hiah Mark your calendar now for the first Saturday in April, the 3
5, est Lee Highway 2010. Plan to come, volunteer to share your skills, from teaching to
Suite 680 hel ping at the membership table An
Warrenton, VA along. It will teach them about their heritage, maybe even bring home
dinner, and it will be a day they will not soon forget. It is up to us to
For detailed information regarding events nurture the conservationists of tomorrow. _
visit our website: www.rapidantu.org (Rapidan member Marcia Woolman has
years, and wants to thank her faithful instructors who come to help eagh year. -
a team.. Editor)
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**Raffle Ticket Sales Continue Through March 3**

While the Annual Fishing Show was canceled, we are going to hold the raffle ticket sales open until the
March 3rd Chapter Meeting . You will be able to purchase any of the remaining tickets at the meeting, so plan
to attend. We will conduct the raffle drawing at the Meeting. Those interested in purchasing Montana Ttip or
Premium Rod Raffle tickets before the meeting, contact Doug Farmer (defarmer]2(@comcast.net) or 571-215-

7946 for information for how many of each type of raffle ticket you would like. Tickets will be sold until the time
of the raffle drawing at the meeting.

There are still about 60 Montana Raffle Tickets available.

Chapter Members who have unsold Raffle Tickets, please bring them to the March meeting..



mailto:defarmer12@comcast.net

