
New Features: 

As we transition to the new 

newsletter format we will 

gradually try to incorporate 

new, web friendly features.   

In this issue, there are links 

imbedded into the “Notes on 

Marcellas shale” piece that 

will lead you to further infor-

mation on the subject.  Of 

course, these only work on 

the electronic version! 

I have only received one re-

quest to date for a mailed 

copy of the newsletter.  If 

anyone else desires a printed 

and mailed copy,  please let 

me know.  It will happily be 

delivered. 

Kevin Daniels (Editor) 

11305 Park Gate Dr.     

Nokesville, VA 20181 

703-475-7107 

2educ8rs@gmail.com 
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What‘s stirring in the President‘s Pool? 

     So, what a summer we‘ve had – huh?  Yeah, September is here – cooler weather, a 

little rain, could use some more rain – still not enough; heard someone say we need a 

tropical storm to help us out – that might be a little over the top for me, I‘m opting for 

some plain old steady rain, you can keep all of the storming stuff – tearing things up and 

such.  Anyway, enough rambling - 

     I‘ll start by sharing that it is always interesting to sit down and craft an inspiring story 

each time these newsletters come out – and I‘m just one of many who have preceded in 

the President‘s position – so, what do I say that some inspiring leader hasn‘t said before 

me…?  Reflections – that‘s always personal…like…I think back several summers when 

my Wife and I took a two week vacation to the Tetons and to Yellowstone where I 

fished a couple of the lakes in the Tetons, as well as the Snake River.  Wow, was I a nov-

ice back in those days – don‘t get me wrong, I‘d fished for Trout for years…spinning 

gear and Rooster Tails, Mepps, miniature marshmallows, floating cheese, corn, etc. – and 

from State stock streams –entry fee, shoulder to shoulder with three or four hundred 

others (on opening morning).  Talk about casting precision – whoa – some of the tangle 

messes I‘ve seen, and tempers…eow!! Back to the focus of this reflection, on this excur-

sion, I was using a fly rod, with which I had fished with before, but never successfully – 

nope, never!  Caught a couple of river fish, but no Trout in the Tetons – had a great time 

anyway.  After several days, we moved on to Yellowstone, and stayed in the Yellowstone 

Lodge – ya‘ gotta go there – wow!  Anyway, we do our touring thing, and I fish a couple 

of times on the Fire Hole River along side of the road, but again, unsuccessfully – didn‘t 

have much time, I was rushed a bit – spent my ‗standing in the water‘ time watching a 

couple of Osprey‘s fish – too bad I wasn‘t so equipped.  Back to the reflection…next 

morning, got up fairly early, drove a short distance from the Lodge, pulled off, suited up 

& rigged the rod – a little 7‘ 4wt (whad‘I know – should have been at least a 5wt) any-

way, walked a bit to the Fire Hole again, and wadded in, decent cast - fishing a dark cad-

dis, and wham! I‘m looking at my tight line centered on a sink-hole in the water in front 

of me where a Trout had vacuumed down my fly.  Holy smokes!! – I‘d done it; it had 

unfolded right before my eyes - my first Trout on a fly rod, and on a fly that I had tied!  

Could things be any better?  Quickly battled the little brownie to the release – unharmed, 

and on that sweet little 7‘ 4 wt.  As I‘m standing there reveling in my recent success, re-

addressing my fly and line – I happened to look up and observed two cow elk about 40 

yards away on the opposite bank, laying there chewing there cud, and almost at the same 

time heard some noise behind me – no, it wasn‘t a bear, it was six or seven Bison grazing 

along the side of the bank where I was.  I thought to myself, ―dream come true!!‖ Me, fly 

fishing in Yellowstone, surrounded by wildlife!!  Oh, I was glad it WAS the Bison and 

not a bear!! 

     Kevin and Fred will no doubt share all of the upcoming events for the next several 

months in their sections of the newsletter – hope to see you, maybe as I‘m strolling from 

my Explorer to…………stream…Oh yeah, now I‘m into old bamboo fly rods… 

     As always, I want to acknowledge our Chapter‘s efforts and the many, many volun-

teers who do what they can, when the can - in moving TU forward.  I know we all have 

busy schedules, but if you can join us for the future events, we‘d enjoy having you par-

ticipate with us. 

Meanwhile - get-up, get-out, and trick-fish…tight lines and screamin‘ reels!! - Rob 

Presidents Pool 
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NRCS Awards Chesapeake Bay Funds for Brook Trout Habitat 

Restoration 

 

 

 

Contact:  Wade Biddix, 804-287-1675 

July 12, 2010, Richmond, VA – USDA NRCS has approved $32,000 in funding to expand ongoing part-
nership activities with Trout Unlimited (TU) aimed at restoring native brook trout habitat in priority 
springs within the Shenandoah Valley. 

Authorized through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initia-
tive (CBWI-CCPI), NRCS funds will be leveraged with $119,500 in private contributions to conduct tar-
geted outreach to landowners with operations on four spring-fed creeks in Augusta, Rockingham, Shenan-
doah, and Frederick counties.  

The Shenandoah Valley contains some of the most productive agricultural counties in the Common-
wealth.  Water quality has been degraded over time with unlimited livestock access to stream channels.  
The absence of streamside vegetation has increased the amount of sediment entering the channel, ad-
versely affecting trout spawning grounds and feeding sources.  It has also caused water temperatures to 
rise. 

Landowners in the 151-square-mile project area of Briery Branch, Mossy Creek, Opequon Creek (Redbud 
Run), and Cedar Creek will be encouraged to enroll in the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP).  They can receive assistance through this program to install conservation practices such as 
livestock exclusion fencing, buffers, and "fish friendly" stream crossings to reduce summer water tempera-
tures and eliminate stream sedimentation. Landowners must sign up by August 15, 2010 at their local 
NRCS office. 

 "Trout Unlimited has a strong resume of working with private landowners and agricultural producers to 
achieve our conservation goals," says NRCS State Conservationist Jack Bricker. "Their experience working 
with state and federal agencies and acquiring necessary funds saves the landowner time and results in a 
quality project." 

NRCS field staff will work with TU's Shenandoah Coordinator Seth Coffman, to provide technical and 
financial assistance for implementing these practices and evaluating their effectiveness.  This five-year pro-
ject will not only help to advance Chesapeake Bay water quality goals outlined in President Obama's Ex-
ecutive Order 13508 but also advance the goals of the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture.  

To learn more about CCPI, contact your local NRCS office or visit the NRCS website at 
www.va.nrcs.usda.gov [1]. 

(c) Trout Unlimited - http://www.tu.org - All Rights Reserved 

From the TU Press Room 

http://www.va.nrcs.usda.gov
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Upcoming Events 

September 2010 

1 Membership M eeting 7:30            

 Speaker: Steve Moore  ―Finding Fish 

 Waters: Rapidan. Rappahannock  

11  FwF Rapidan                                    

 7:00 am, Junction Pool 

15-19 TU National Annual Meeting          

 Waterville Conference Center         

 New Hampshire 

22  FwF Rapidan                                   

 7:00 am,  Junction Pool 

25 VCTU Annual Meeting                   

 Location and time TBD 

October 2010 

6 Membership Meeting  7:30        

 Speaker:  Fred Fox  ―RAPPFLO‖ 

9 FwF / Picnic : Rapidan                     

 9:00 am, Criglersville ES                 

 10:00 am, First Bridge parking area 

November 2010 

3  Membership Meeting  7:30        

 Speaker:  Jeff Kelbe,  Shenandoah 

 Riverkeeper 

13 VCTU Annual Awards Meeting      

 Location TBD 

                          

For detailed information regarding events 

visit our website:  www.rapidantu.org  

 

For Immediate Release 

CONTACT:   
Erin Mooney, National Press Secretary: 703-284-9408 
emooney@tu.org [1] 

Trout Unlimited Calls on Gas Companies to Disclose Chemicals 
Used in Marcellus Shale Fracking   

Arlington, Va.— Trout Unlimited (TU) applauds Range Resources Corp. 
for its plan announced today to disclose the list of chemicals it is using in 
hydraulic fracturing of gas wells in the Marcellus Shale region in Pa. 

"If Range Resources is planning to disclose the chemicals it uses in its drill-
ing operations, there is no reason other companies can't do the same," said 
Elizabeth Maclin, TU's Vice President for Eastern Conservation.  "With 
thousands of wells being drilled throughout Pennsylvania, knowing what is 
in fracking fluids is an important step toward protecting the state's natural 
resources." 

"With frequent reports of drilling accidents and mishaps occurring across 
the country, it's time for Congress to pass the Fracturing Responsibility 
and Awareness of Chemicals (FRAC) Act," said Maclin.  

The FRAC Act would require companies to disclose the hydraulic fractur-
ing chemicals used in gas development as well as make them comply with 
provisions of the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.  If passed, gas compa-
nies would have to comply with the regulations in the act that protect un-
derground drinking water sources from potential pollution created by the 
injection of chemicals into the ground. 

TU Press Room 

Trout Unlimited Calls on Gas Companies 

to Disclose Chemicals Used in Marcellus 

Shale Fracking 

(c) Trout Unlimited - http://www.tu.org - All Rights Reserved 

Some Notes on Marcellas shale: 

The Marcellas Shale Formation is a layer of sedimentary rock containing reserves of natural gas.  It stretches from northeastern Ten-

nesse to southern Ontario and eastward through much of New York.  This formation, with it‘s abundance of gas and proximity to 

the east coast, is now drawing a great deal of attention. 

In march, the Virginia chapter of the American Fisheries Society published information regarding concerns over the processes used 

for Marcellas shale drilling.  Among the items of note were the facts that the Marcellas Formation lies under 24 western VA counties 

and 214 wild trout strams that make up about 1/3 of the wild trout stream miles in VA.  The method of extraction, called ―fracking‖ 

uses extensive amounts of water and the other chemicals involved can return to the surface as run off wreaking havoc with the envi-

ronment.   For more information see: Marcellas fact sheet  

      Wikipedia: Marcellas shale 

mailto:emooney@tu.org
http://faculty.virginia.edu/vcafs/marcellus_shale/Marcellus%20Shale%20in%20Virginia%20Water%20Resources%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcellus_Shale


The Rapidan and the Rappahannock? 

That’s a lot of water!      

Just where does one start? 
 

Please join us September 1st  

for our September Membership Meeting 
 

Guest speaker Steve Moore will lead a discussion on finding fish on some 
of our favorite rivers! 
 

The Rapidan Chapter meets the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 in the  

basement of the Warrenton Branch of Sun Trust Bank 

251 W. Lee HWY 

Warrenton, VA 
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