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Reflections from the President‟s Pool -- 

 

Wow, as I‟m sitting here reflecting again for this quarter‟s Chapter newsletter, I, 

like you, are in awe with what is happening with our Government.  I foresee that 

our forward conservation efforts are going to be very challenging. 

I‟m not sure this “close-to-home” information about the land/water issue on the 
Jackson River got out to all members, so I‟m sharing it again, the link is -> 
http://midcurrent.com/conservation/virginia-anglers-sued-in-jackson-river-
access-suit/ 
Although the month of July was reported as the hottest July in the last 120 years, 

I hope everyone had some time on the water.  I know Kevin and I enjoyed a few 

hours on the “Shen” several weeks ago, and we have been lucky with some rain 

at least – but hot is hot. 

I also want to remind everyone that we‟re gearing up for our regular monthly 

Chapter meetings to resume on the 7th of September at 7:30 PM – please join us! 

Meanwhile, while it is still August, I don‟t want anyone to forget we‟re still fish-
ing…one of my earlier comments in an earlier President‟s Pool section is worth 
restating -- if you are like me, aside from the cool TU cap and the quarterly maga-
zine, the reason most of us join TU is to learn where to fish, with what, how, and 
to associate with kindred spirits who fish, so -- our Fishing-With-a-Friend (FWF) 
events are established to afford our members exactly that.  We want our Chapter 
members who haven‟t yet learned where, what, how, etc. about trout fishing, to 
have an opportunity to get with some of the Chapter‟s other knowledge-
able/skilled veterans, and do that very thing – learn.  Each year we have a   
schedule of when these fishing dates are, where we‟re going to be fishing, for 
what (Trout, Smallmouth/Largemouth, Shad, etc) with what, and who that 
knowledgeable/skilled veteran host is.  So, if you‟ve joined TU and haven‟t 
been able to „scratch that “fishing for trout” itch‟ yet, we encourage you to join us 
for our next event in August – this newsletter may not be published, nor mailed 
by that date, so if you miss this one, check out our FWF calendar on our web site 
www.rapidantu.org.  If you‟re not on the FWF email list, and want to participate, 
send an email to Fred Kallmeyer – our FWF Chairman at fredkall@aol.com. 

Again, I know we all have busy schedules, but if you can join us for future    

meetings, activities and events, we‟d enjoy having you participate with us. 

Meanwhile - get-up, get-out, and trick-fish…tight lines and screamin‟ reels!! – 

hope to see you, maybe as I‟m strolling from my Explorer down to the pool of “-

---  stream/river” 

 

- Rob 

Dedicated to the             
conservation and            

preservation of cold water 
fisheries 

http://midcurrent.com/conservation/virginia-anglers-sued-in-jackson-river-access-suit/
http://midcurrent.com/conservation/virginia-anglers-sued-in-jackson-river-access-suit/
http://www.rapidantu.org
mailto:fredkall@aol.com
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Trout Unlimited Tri- State Conservation and Fishing Camp 2011 

 The seventh annual Tri-State TU Fishing Camp for high school students was conducted from June 

26 to July 1, 2011.  Each year, the camp seems to be getting better and better and this year was no 

exception.  Camper recruiting seemed to be a problem earlier this year as many of the Boy Scout and 

other organization had changed their time frame to compete with ours.  However, a last minute ef-

fort filled our enrollment to 22 with a max of 24.  Rapidan Chapter, TU, had encouraged the camp 

staff to include that at least 10% of the campers be dependents of active duty Military personnel, 

preferably veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan.  We made that quota with two campers this year.  A  

follow-on article will highlight these two special kids.   

 The camp roared to life on Sunday, the 26th of June when the enrolled campers families delivered 

them to Graves Mountain Lodge in Syria, VA.  Diversity was the hallmark this year as we had camp-

ers representing many, many ethnic groups and coming from as far away as Texas in the West to 

New York state and Maine in the East.  We had campers who had been fly fishing since age 4 and 

those who had not ever touched a fly rod.  Our newly enacted medical screening procedures enabled 

us to make sure that all the campers could fully enjoy all the activities without risk and allowed the 

staff to know ahead of time those campers who might have some special needs requirements.  The 

campers settled in the first day, met their fellow team members and the staff and receive the rods, 

reels, lines and gear that was so gratefully donated by L L Bean, SA, ORVIS and others.  Casting les-

sons started immediately under the tutorage of Camp Director Paul Kearney, and Fly Tying immedi-

ately followed.  These activities were on track every day of the camp, inter spaced with hands on 

classes in Hydrology, Streams and Watersheds, and in depth instruction in identifying and inter-

preting the myriad of bugs that trout live on.  By the end of the camp each camper could not only 

identify the major insects important to trout but tie trout imitations on their fly tying vices and then  

fish them!  The impact of major environmental concerns were identified and the effect of these is-

sues on the local streams and watersheds was demonstrated.  The camp faculty came from Trout 

Unlimited, The United States Park Service, The United States Forest Service, VGDIF and the Univer-

sity of Virginia, to mention a few.  The subject of Invasive Species, new and old was well presented 

and current decontamination guide lines were followed at the camp. 

 Stream Habitat Restoration and Improvement and Electro-fishing experiences provided hands-on 

activities for all the campers, and all campers were well acquainted with the Brook Trout initiatives 

of TU.  Training in casting, tackle use and care, reading the water, angling ethics and stream cour-

tesy were presented and of use immediately as the kids started fishing with supervision from day 1.   

Rapidan Event 
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Rose River Farm donated their waters on day 2 of the camp and all the kids were to spend two 

afternoons on the Rapidan, with a final picnic on Thursday of the week following a day of fishing.  

Unlike last year, the weather remained cooler and the water higher on the streams and good   

fishing for all.   

 All the campers that started the course on Sunday, 26 June, were at the Graduation Ceremony on 

Saturday, 1 July.  As said earlier, each year the camp seems better than the one before and this 

year was no exception.  We can only look forward to next years camp being better yet! 

Mike McCaffery, Staff Member 

Member, Board of Directors 

Tri-State TU Fishing Camp 

Autumn 2011 Speaker Update 

Our September speaker, Rick Webb from University of Virginia, will brief us on the Virginia Trout Stream 

Sensitivity Study (VTSSS), a decades-long monitoring project in the mountains of western      Virginia.  

Rapidan Chapter volunteers and TU chapters throughout Virginia have bolstered the VTSSS by collecting 

water samples from 450 streams, every 10 years since 1987.  VTSSS results have             successfully sup-

ported legal action forcing Midwest power companies to reduce their air pollution    emissions.   

 

Director of the Virginia  Fly Fishing Festival, noted author and Conservationist Beau Beasley joins us in 

October for a discussion on Mid Atlantic Fly Fishing.  

 

Rapidan member Chuck Hoysa will lead our November discussion on the role of the Soil and Water Con-

servation Districts. 
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TU Press Room 

Upcoming Events 

September 2011 

7 Membership Meeting   7:30 p.m.             

 VTSSS Update 

10  FwF- Rapidan River 

16-18  TU National Annual Meeting        

 Bend, OR 

21 FwF- Hughes River                        

24 VCTU Mtg., Roanoke 

October 2011 

5 Membership Meeting     7:30 p.m.   

 Mid Atlantic Fly Fishing 

8  FwF - Rapidan R. 

22 Chesapeake Bay Coldwater Summit, 

 Shepherdstown, WV 

November 2011 

2 Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.        

 Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

  

For detailed information regarding events 

visit our website:  www.rapidantu.org  

The Rapidan Chapter meets on the first Wednesday of 

each month (Sept. through June). Meetings begin at 

7:30 p.m. in the basement of Sun Trust Bank, 

251 W. Lee Hwy,  Warrenton, VA 

American Fly Fishing Trade            
Association Joins TU in          

Opposing Bill that would Trash 
America’s Backcountry 

 
Date:  
07/19/2011  
 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The American Fly Fishing 

Trade Association today joined Trout Unlimited and a 

host of other sporting and conservation organizations 

in opposing the so-called Wilderness and Roadless 

Area Release Act, which would remove all protections 

from the last, best fishing and hunting destinations in 

the United States.  

―This bill takes direct aim at America’s sporting heri-

tage,‖ said Jim Klug, co-owner of Yellow Dog Flyfish-

ing Adventures and the chairman of the AFFTA board 

of directors. ―Under the guise of improving access to 

the backcountry for all Americans—something that we 

all support—Congress is instead allowing the best re-

maining wild and native fish habitat to be developed 

by industry and penetrated by new roads and motor-

ized trails. We already have enough roads and trails, 

and the government can’t afford to maintain even a 

small percentage of them today. We don’t need more 

roads. We need to protect what’s left of our backcoun-

try, protect habitat, and protect our existing access.‖  

The bill, dubbed the Attack on our Sporting Heritage Act (ASH) by Trout Unlimited, would impact 

about 43 million acres of roadless backcountry from coast to coast, all on public lands within the 

U.S Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management systems. Inventoried roadless lands provide 

the best remaining fish and game habitat in the United States, and they’re vital for the persistence 

of wild and native trout. In the Rocky Mountain West, roadless lands shelter the bulk of the     

country’s remaining cutthroat trout and bull trout populations. Additionally, the best remaining 

spawning and rearing habitat for ocean-going steelhead and salmon is in streams flowing through 

or from the roadless backcountry.  

Read full article here. 

http://www.vctu.org/events.htm
http://www.vctu.org/events.htm
http://www.tu.org/press_releases/2011/american-fly-fishing-trade-association-joins-tu-in-opposing-bill-that-would-trasC:/Users/Kevin/Documents/ASUS
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House of Representatives Strikes Double Blow Against 
Clean Water Protections 

 
Date: 07/13/2011  

 

Izaak Walton League 

National Wildlife Federation 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 

Trout Unlimited 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

House of Representatives Strikes Double Blow Against Clean Water Protections  

Washington, DC – The U.S. House of Representatives today struck a double blow against efforts 

to restore Clean Water Act protections for streams that supply drinking water to 117 million 

Americans and wetlands that provide flood protection and critical fish and wildlife habitat. The 

full House rejected an amendment to allow the Army Corps to proceed with Clean Water Act 

guidance and rulemaking, while the Appropriations Committee approved a fiscal year (FY) 2012 

Interior Appropriations bill that bars EPA from taking similar action.  

The House rejected an amendment by Representative Jim Moran (D-VA) to the FY 2012 Energy 

and Water Appropriations bill that would have allowed the Army Corps of Engineers to revise 

guidance and proceed with a rulemaking to clarify the waters protected by the Clean Water Act. 

The bill includes a provision (Section 109) barring the Corps from taking any steps next year or in 

future years to revise the proposed guidance or regulations. By voting against this amendment, 

the House would maintain the status quo of wetlands loss, stream impairment, and regulatory 

confusion.  

………………...―American sportsmen greatly appreciate the efforts of Representative Moran and 

others as they reminded the House what it seems to have forgotten: You can’t have fishable and 

swimable waters if substantial amounts of wetlands and headwater streams go unprotected by 

the Clean Water Act,‖ said Steve Moyer, Vice President for Government Affairs for Trout      

Unlimited………………. 

For full article click here. 

TU Press Room 

http://www.tu.org/press_releases/2011/house-of-representatives-strikes-double-blow-against-clean-water-protections


 

Hatches 

11305 Park Gate Dr. 

Nokesville, VA 20181    
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Brook Trout Imperiled - Stream Acidification in the Blue Ridge 

  

Native brook trout populations have been damaged in about half  of  Virginia‟s mountain 

streams by acid rain and snow.  The majority of  acid precipitation over Virginia comes from 

coal-burning power plants, mostly in Midwestern states.  
 

Please join our September 7 Membership Meeting to learn the latest findings of  the 2010 

VTSSS sampling, what the trends are for stream water quality, and what the future holds for 

trout fishing in Virginia. 


