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Reflections from the President’s Pool -- 
 

As I’m sitting here reflecting back on this past year again, I think back 

to the Virginia Council of  Trout Unlimited quarterly meeting a     

couple of  Saturdays ago in Charlottesville, and remember hearing 

about all of  the combined efforts that we have going on here in our 

State.  In spite of  the lean times, the state of  the nation, and the  

troubled world, it is astonishing to hear about and see  the breadth of  

our collective efforts and the consequences of  positive changes that 

are happening toward conserving our coldwater fisheries. 

Our Chapter and State Council’s collaboration with the Federal, State, 

County and local communities toward protecting and restoring our 

fresh water fisheries is something that we all should be extremely 

proud of !  Whether it is your simple timely and continual annual    

renewal of  membership which helps to fund those efforts, or - your 

physical participation in rolling rocks, removing invasive plants from, 

and then planting trees and shrubs along the stream sides, or      

championing our Chapter’s volunteer efforts for education,           

surrounding coldwater fisheries – it is all of  value.  Yes, while the 

Chapter is still struggling with evaluating potential candidates for our 

own conservation effort, our Chapter members are spread out      

everywhere helping other’s in their efforts – from Project Healing 

Waters for our injured Veterans, to our volunteer contribution in 

helping with Camp Special Love for Children with cancer - in helping 

with the Tri State Camp for other teenagers in our education efforts, 

to our Chapter’s part of  the TU collective Trout-in-the-classroom 

education program (we’re sponsoring 7 schools), and collaborating on 

conservation efforts with both the Potomac and Shenandoah 

RiverKeepers project for water clean-up, and the Eastern Brook 

Trout Joint Venture to halt the decline of  eastern brook trout.  We 

also have heavy volunteer contributions for the spring Kid’s Day/

Heritage Day festival with Grave’s Mountain Lodge, and finally, but 

not least - to our annual Chapter Fly Fishing Show in February - our 

major fund raising event to help us to be able to financially contribute 

toward all of  our efforts!  We’re still like a bunch of  Zorro’s – we’re 

everywhere!! 

 

Dedicated to the             
conservation and            

preservation of cold water 
fisheries 

Dear Reader, 

This copy of Hatches plays 

more to it’s electronic  

format than any issue 

since the conversion. 

Please follow the links         

provided for much more 

complete coverage of the 

articles. 

-Editor- 

Conway River 
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                                              I encourage you all to check out our Chapter web site, the VA Council web site, and the National 

TU web site often for up to date activities, and please, if you have the time and inclination, come join us in 

these events.  Our Chapter has more than 300 members, with about 20 to 30 members at any given time who 

come and participate – we can use the help. 

This year’s December Chapter meeting is at my house, and is disguised as a Christmas Party, come and join us 

– the Chapter’s Member of the Year will be announced - December 10th at 6:00 to 9:00.  Check out the in-

structions on the web site.                                                                                                       

January’s Chapter meeting will be our Annual meeting where we recount this past year’s activi-

ties and status, and project our next year’s schedule.  We also plan to vote on an amended set 

of  Chapter bylaws which will bring us into closer alignment with National TU and the Virginia 

Council’s bylaws.  Members are encouraged to be present and vote. 

My wish is for everyone to have a healthy and positive holiday season this year, and to thank     

everyone in our Chapter for all of  the contributions.  As I start a second term as your Presi-

dent, I look forward to working with you toward even more success in the future. I know we 

all have busy schedules, but if  you can join us for future meetings, activities and events, we’d 

enjoy having you participate with us. 

As always - get-up, get-out, and trick-fish…tight lines and screamin’ reels!! – hope to see you, 

maybe as I’m strolling from my Ol’Explorer down to the pool of  ―----  stream/river‖ 

- Rob 

Presidents Pool (cont.) 

       Sportsmen applaud reinstatement of  roadless rule 

10/24/2011 
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

10th Circuit Court overturns lower courts, maintaining 2001 rule 

Denver — Trout Unlimited welcomed the decision handed down from the 10th Circuit Court 
of  Appeals today reinstating the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule. The ruling protects 
millions of  acres of  public backcountry lands from coast to coast. 

In its ruling, the 10th Circuit overturned lower courts that claimed the rule violated federal envi-

ronmental regulations such as the Wilderness Act and the National Environmental Policy Act. 

The ruling essentially resolves any uncertainty regarding the management of  nearly 50 million 

acres of  inventoried roadless lands in the United States, The original rule was put in place in 

2001, and has faced legal challenges at a regular pace since. 

For more information, click here. 

http://www.rapidantu.org/
http://www.vctu.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.tu.org/press_releases/2011/sportsmen-applaud-reinstatement-of-roadless-rule


Page 3 Hatches   December  2011  Hot Topic 

Upcoming Events 

December 2011 

10  Membership Meeting  - and -     

 Annual Christmas Party              

 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.                 

 Fredericksburg, VA 

January 2012 

4 Membership Meeting  7:30 p.m.   

 Annual Meeting 

February 2012 

2  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.        

 Fly Tying Meeting   

25  Fishing Show                                 

 Fauquier County Fair Grounds    

 Warrenton, Va     

26      VCTU Quarterly Meeting                

 location TBD 

For detailed information regarding 

events visit our website:  

www.rapidantu.org  

The Rapidan Chapter meets on the first Wednesday of 

each month (Sept. through June). Meetings begin at 

7:30 p.m. in the basement of Sun Trust Bank, 

251 W. Lee Hwy,  Warrenton, VA 

VA Uranium Inc. Lobbies Virginia 

General Assembly to Consider       

Repeal of  Uranium Mining Ban 
 

In 1982,  Virginia imposed a moratorium on the 

mining of  Uranium in the Commonwealth. Since 

that time, the owners of  a rich uranium deposit 

(considered the 7th largest in the world) have lob-

bied for the lifting of  the mining ban.  This consid-

eration is now to be brought before the 2112 Gen-

eral Assembly. 

Although not a coldwater consideration per se , the 

watersheds affected from the proposed mine feed 

significant east coast population centers and natural 

environments. Although there is no reason to sus-

pect less than the best from VA Uranium, Trout 

Unlimited is very familiar with the after-affects of  

poorly managed mines and botched reclamation   

efforts. 

The General Assembly will be asked to consider 2 

studies regarding the issue.  The first is recently   

published research from Chmura Economics and 

Analytics. You can download a copy here or here. 

The other is from the National Research Council 

and is due to be released in the next few weeks.  For 

a synopsis of  the study in progress, click here. 

-Editor- 

Oh Attractor 

Though gaudy colors and bold assemblage 

The Imitator mocks 

Were there other such happy flies 

To which the Trout would flock. 
Few flies shout Holiday as loudly as the Royal  Wulff 

http://www.rapidantu.org/
http://dls.virginia.gov/pubs/briefs/Brief53.pdf
http://dls.virginia.gov/pubs/briefs/Brief53.pdf
http://www.tu.org/conservation/abandoned-mines-western-us/abandoned-mine-impacts
http://www.tu.org/conservation/abandoned-mines-western-us/abandoned-mine-impacts
http://chmuraecon.com/file_dl.aspx?name=~/pdfs/Uranium.pdf&id=4ab83f28-5134-4f84-9bcf-eb04626ff314
http://www.sovanow.com/index.php?/news/article/chmura_uranium_mining_study_released/
http://dels.nas.edu/Study-In-Progress/Uranium-Mining-Virginia/DELS-BESR-09-06
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TU Press Room 

Trout Unlimited Expert Testifies About Impacts of  Marcellus Shale  

Drilling on Natural Resources at Senate Committee Hearing 

Date:10/20/2011 
Contact: Erin Mooney, TU National Press Secretary (571) 331-7970 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Eastern water resources and habitat at risk from Marcellus drilling. 

Arlington, Va. — Trout Unlimited's (TU) Eastern Water Project Director, Katy Dunlap,     
testified about the impacts of  Marcellus Shale drilling on Eastern forests, brook trout and  
coldwater resources before a U.S. Senate subcommittee hearing today, saying that natural      
resources in the region are in potential danger from the effects of  drilling. 

"From what we see on the ground, regulation of  gas development is not adequate to protect 
water resources," Dunlap said. "While Trout Unlimited is concerned about the potential     
contamination of  water resources that can be directly caused by the hydraulic fracturing     
process, we are equally concerned about the surface impacts that can result from the associated 
activities of  hydraulic fracturing and natural gas development," she said. 

Dunlap pointed to specific concerns about the location of  well pads, wastewater storage areas, 
water withdrawals from small headwater streams, spills and leaks of  toxic substances and the 
management, storage and disposal of  drilling wastewater. 

Charging state agencies with lax or inadequate management and oversight of  drilling activity, 
she said water resources must be protected as gas is developed. Earlier this week, she pointed 
out, a Pennsylvania legislator sought co-sponsorship of  a bill that would remove the current 
150-foot buffer between a well pad and high quality, exceptional waters. 

"If  passed, this bill would allow well pads to be built right up against streams, creating          

unacceptable risks to Pennsylvania's waterways and its aquatic life," Dunlap said. 

For complete article and a link to Katy Dunlap’s     

Senate testimony, click here. 

http://www.tu.org/press_releases/2011/trout-unlimited-expert-testifies-about-impacts-of-marcellus-shale-drilling-on-na
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Sportsmen Criticize Senate Measure Weakening Clean Water Act 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Barrasso-Heller amendment would undermine Army Corps authority to enforce Clean Water Act, eroding wa-
ter quality and diminishing valuable fish and wildlife habitat 

WASHINGTON — As the U.S. Senate debates the budget for the Army Corps of  Engineers 
this week, prominent sportsman-conservation groups roundly criticized an amendment that 
would defund the administration's work on Clean Water Act guidance that is crucial to sustain-
ing wetlands and waterways. 

Ducks Unlimited, the Izaak Walton League of  America, the National Wildlife Federation, the 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership and Trout Unlimited strongly oppose the so-
called Barrasso-Heller amendment, which would block the Army Corps of  Engineers from 
taking agency action toward restoring Clean Water Act protections to streams, wetlands and 
other waters. 

"The language in the Barrasso-Heller amendment will fundamentally diminish America's clean 
water legacy," said Jan Goldman-Carter, wetlands and water resources counsel for the National 
Wildlife Federation. "American sportsmen unite urging the Senate to reject this and any meas-
ure that would block agency action to secure our clean water and wetlands ecosystems." 

Over the past decade, safeguards for headwater streams and critical wetlands have steadily 

eroded, impacting the ability of  these ecosystems to recharge aquifers, retain floodwaters, sus-

tain important fish and wildlife habitat and provide clean water for iconic systems such as the 

Chesapeake Bay, Great Lakes and Puget Sound. As these waters are polluted and diminished, 

their tremendous ecological and public health benefits likewise are lost. 

"Clean water is the foundation on which enjoyable and productive hunting and angling trips 
are built," said Steve Kline, director of  the TRCP Center for Agricultrual and Private Lands. 
"We can create jobs without draining wetlands and polluting streams; indeed, thanks to sports-
men, welands and streams are great job creators. Sitting in a duck blind or floating on a trout 
stream, sportsmen have the chance to appreciate first-hand just what clean water means. Now 
we must act as advocates for the conservation of  our nation's waters and wetlands until these 
irreplaceable resources are appropriately managed and conserved." 

For complete article click here. 

TU Press Room 

http://www.tu.org/press_releases/2011/sportsmen-criticize-senate-measure-weakening-clean-water-act
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Seasons Greetings  
from the  

Rapidan Chapter of  Trout Unlimited 


