
ACTION ALERT 

Rapidan River–National Park and Trout Stream
Threatened by Highway

Attention: Fishermen … Hunters ... Hikers … Horse riders … Campers 
… Local Residents:

   Madison County Board of Supervisors has announced a plan to build a new
“gateway”

 into Shenandoah National Park by reconstructing the Rapidan River road

  This proposed highway would be within feet of the world-famous Rapidan River 
         and would go through the heart of Virginia’s Rapidan Wildlife Management 

Area.

  Public resources will be damaged or destroyed      by this planned road, 
including:

 Brook trout spawning habitat (Virginia’s State fish)
 Black bear, deer and turkey habitat
 Public camping and swimming spots
 Isolated structures of Herbert Hoover’s Presidential retreat
 Horseback riding and access over unpaved roads

  Rapidan River is designated by Va. Dept. of Game & Inland Fisheries as a 
Class I trout stream, it is considered the finest Brook Trout stream in Virginia, 
and an important stronghold for this species - eliminated from two-thirds of its 
original habitat in the U.S.

 Anglers from all over Virginia, the U.S. and the world travel to Madison County 
to experience Rapidan River’s catch-and-release wild trout fishery.  Fishermen 
and hunters bring retail and tax revenue to western Madison Co. and for 
decades they have paid for access through permit fees and Federal excise 
taxes (Pittman – Robertson Act, 1937).

Protect the Rapidan Valley and your Right to Hunt, Fish, Ride, Hike, Camp, and
Swim

          "For if one link in nature's chain might be lost, another might be lost, 
           until the whole of things will vanish by piecemeal." …..  Thomas Jefferson



  
Take Action …… Make your opinion known!

Stop this destructive, wasteful, and unnecessary project ……

Please contact the Virginia General Assembly, Virginia Department of Game & Inland 
Fisheries, Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources, Governor McDonnell, Lt. Governor 
Bolling, your friends and neighbors, and urge them to deny Madison County 
government the funds and rights-of-way to construct a highway into the wilderness of 
Shenandoah National Park.

The Facts are clear . . . . .

MYTH:  Madison County Board of Supervisors (MadCo BOS) claims* 
(madisonco.virginia.gov/nationalpark.php  *  ) to have limited access to Shenandoah National Park, are 
the “only county” adjoining the Park without highway access, that President Hoover 
“promised” Madison County a road to the Park and the promise is “unfulfilled.”

FACT:  Actually, Albemarle County lacks a direct highway to Skyline Drive, and Madison County has 
at least six improved trailheads with vehicle parking and good public roads to these points, so 
President Hoover’s vision is already fulfilled.  His comments were generic, made before 
Shenandoah National Park was created, and before his reelection defeat.  Madison County 
hunters and anglers pay for Rapidan road maintenance through permit fees and Federal 
excise taxes on firearms and ammunition.  What is being promised to them?

MYTH:  MadCo BOS claims the proposed highway will produce economic benefits.

FACT:  Hunting, fishing, horseback riding, cultural tourism, hiking, birding, and other outdoor activities 
already generate abundant revenue in Madison Co.  Fishing, hunting, and related sports 
alone generate more than   $2 Billion of business in Virginia every year (source, VDGIF).   If 
this natural experience is replaced with a high-volume highway, this revenue will evaporate or 
go elsewhere.

Who will pay the enormous up-front costs of this poorly conceived proposal?   VDOT, Virginia 
Department of Game & Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), and National Park Service (NPS) – lack 
funds to maintain even their current infrastructure; so it’s a good bet the taxpayers of 
Madison County and Virginia will bear these costs.

MYTH:  Reconstructing Rapidan Road will not impact fish and wildlife or recreation……..

FACT:  The native Brook trout population in the upper Rapidan River is fairly intact but is extremely 
vulnerable.  Even modest increases in road traffic and maintenance, and especially a major 
reconstruction, would mobilize hundreds of tons of sediment and auto lubricants that would 
immediately runoff to the river.  Trout spawning habitat would be suffocated and the fish 
population would go into irreversible decline.  Conditions would become unsafe for horse 

……  The wrong project, in the wrong place, in the wrong century

http://www.madisonco.virginia.gov/nationalpark.php*


riders trying to share a high-volume, high-speed road with vehicle traffic.  Hunting and 
camping restrictions may become necessary in the Rapidan Wildlife Management Area.  

MYTH:  MadCo BOS says that “only a locked gate stands between its citizens and Shenandoah 
National Park.”

FACT:   If only it was that easy……  First, thousands of new vehicle trips would travel the narrow 
Robinson River and Quaker Run roads.  The next segment from the end of pavement to the 
Park gate is minimally maintained, flood-prone, and unsuitable for many passenger cars; 
meaning an expensive and destructive major reconstruction with possible bridge upgrades 
just to reach the gate.  Beyond the gate, the Rapidan fire road (part of the Natl. Historic 
Landmark designation) would need to be reconstructed to VDOT standards, and a new Park 
entrance station built and staffed 24/7 at Skyline Drive at the top of the fire road.  VDGIF and 
NPS would have to provide law enforcement, visitor protection, road maintenance, trash 
pickup, and other amenities that don’t exist with today’s budgets.   Increased around-the-
clock visitation would bring the threat of arson and vandalism to the historic Camp Hoover 
and Rapidan Camps Cooperative buildings.

          "For if one link in nature's chain might be lost, another might be lost, 
           until the whole of things will vanish by piecemeal." …..  Thomas Jefferson


