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August 2013 

I recently had the opportunity to spend a day at Camp Fantastic, held at the Northern Virginia  
4-H Center in Front Royal. Camp Fantastic is a special camp for kids with cancer. It allows them 
to be kids for a week and forge friendships with other kids living with cancer. This year marked 
the 30th year of  the camp, and according to Mike Swauger, Presi-
dent of  the Northern Shenandoah Chapter, TU has been working 
with the camp for at least 13 years. TU members help out at the 
annual summer camp, as well as other events held at the 4-H    
Center for the  cancer patients and their families throughout the year. The TU members help 
the kids with stream studies and take them fishing at the pond on the property. Several Rapidan 
Chapter members routinely help at these events under the leadership of  our own Bill Hobson. 

Camp Fantastic is just one example of  how TU members across Virginia are 
involved in their communities.  In talking with TU members from around the 
State and reviewing Chapter websites, its gratifying to see how TU is involved 
in such a range of  worthy activities. Our speaker for the September meeting 
will offer us another opportunity. Phil Johnson is Regional Coordinator for 
Project Healing Waters and he will give us details on working with our veterans. 
Several TU Chapters in Virginia are involved in various programs for veterans. 

Let’s all come to the September meeting to hear Phil and see how we can be involved. 

We will also get an update on our conservation activities as well as the Madison Road proposal. 
You have probably heard that the Superintendent of  SNP denied the Madison County Board’s 
request for a new entrance to the park, however, there is still work to be done on this issue. 

Also, the Rapidan Chapter contributed $1600 to the Tri-State Camp held at 
Graves Mountain back in June. Our own Andy Holmass and Mike 
McCaffery spent the entire week at camp    serving in leadership roles. The 
camp had 20 youth participate. Most were from Virginia, but there were 
youth from Maryland, New York, Rhode Island, Arkansas, and Puerto Rico. 
It’s a great event, and many of  the youth who participate have gone on to 
college and majored in   environmental fields. 

And finally, we need to start working on our next Fishing Show.  Again, many thanks to Fred 
Kallmeyer for his years of  hard work in pulling this event together. We need several people to 
step and take on tasks. Elsewhere in this newsletter is a listing of  these tasks. If  four or five of  
us take on part of  the load, we should be able to duplicate what Fred has been doing! Let’s hope 
we don’t have to twist too many arms, so look over the tasks and volunteer.  

Thanks! 

See you in September,  

Chuck 

http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/
http://tucamp.org/
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From the 2013 PHW      
2-Fly Tournament 

 September 2013 

4  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.              

 Speaker: Phil Johnson                          

 “Project Healing Waters”   

7  FwF Rapidan  8:00 a.m.                  

 Junction Pool 

 VCTU Quarterly Meeting  9:00 a.m.                       

 Venue, TBD 

18 FwF Conway River 8:00 a.m.                

 Sheetz, Rts 29/230 south of Madison 

27-29 Trout Unlimited Annual Meeting                        

 Middleton, WI 

        October 2013 

2  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.            

 Speaker: Steve Owens, VDGIF           

 “Conservation Projects” 

5 FwF Rapidan  9:00 a.m.                      

 Criglersville Elementary School 

 November 2013 

6  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.               

 Speaker: Judson Walls                             

 “Creating Furled Leaders”  Demo 

 VCTU Quarterly Meeting                       

 Time and Date and venue TBD 

 

  For detailed Fish with a Friend          

Information, click here. 

  For detailed information regarding 

events visit our website:  

www.rapidantu.org  

 

The Rapidan Chapter meets on the first Wednesday 

of each month (Sept. through June). Meetings begin 

at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of Sun Trust Bank: 

251 W. Lee Hwy,  Warrenton, VA 

http://www.rapidantu.org/?page_id=14
http://www.rapidantu.org/
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Fishing Show Help Needed 
  

Before this issue of  Hatches was sent, plans for the 2014 Fishing Show were in the works.  The 
Fishing Show is integral to supporting everything that the Chapter chooses to fund. Many of  
you have attended or helped with this important event and your efforts are greatly appreciated.    
This year’s Fishing Show is scheduled for March 1st at the Fauquier County Fairgrounds (same as 
last year), and we need volunteers to take the lead on a few things. 

Featured below are five categories with corresponding tasks.  If  someone will take the lead in 
each category, we should be in good shape. We have a full listing and time frame available and 
everything is computerized. 
 

Raffle Prizes – Solicit raffles prizes and get raffle tickets printed. We have the list of  previous 
donors. 
 

Facility Support – Reserve and coordinate show date with Fairgrounds, reserve caterer, put up 
road signs, set up vendor tables, clean up. (Lead: Chuck Hoysa). 
 

Advertising – Place ads in local papers, on radio, and mail advertising to certain vendors. 
 

Vendor Registration – Mail vendor registration letters (we have list) and receive fees to forward 
to Treasurer. Develop speaker list from registration forms. Needs to be done in October. 
 

Show Operations (day of  show) – Sign up Rapidan volunteers to help on day of   show, bring 
raffle items, set up registration table, announce door prizes, etc., bring chapter signs, vendor lay-
out info, etc.  
 

If  interested, contact Chuck Hoysa at Choysa1@comcast.net. He can email you the full list of  
responsibilities. Fred K. will be available to answer questions and give advice, lets let him relax 
and enjoy the show this year.  
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2013 Tri-State Youth Camp Report 

 

The ninth annual Trout Unlimited Tri-State Camp wrapped up at Graves Mountain Lodge in 

Syria, Virginia on June 28. Twenty campers, ages 13-17, spent a week honing their fishing skills 

and learning about cold water conservation issues. This year’s campers came from Virginia, Mar-

yland, New York, Rhode Island, Arkansas, and Puerto Rico. Paul Kearney served a camp direc-

tor and George Gaines as executive director. Numerous volunteers from Trout Unlimited, the 

Virginia Department of  Game and Inland Fisheries, and Shenandoah National Park assisted 

with the camp. 

Campers started their days with fly casting after breakfast, followed by fly tying and a guest in-

structor. The afternoons and evenings were spent fishing in local streams and ponds. An annual 

highlight of  the camp is a trout presentation by DGIF fish biologist Paul Bugas, which is fol-

lowed by an electro-shocking demonstration on the Rose River. However, this year, the skies 

opened up just as Paul and the campers arrived at the river, cancelling the activity. 

The camp staff  has done an outstanding job of  following up with campers. To date, more than 

20 campers have gone on to college and majored in some type of  environmental science. In ad-

dition, four camp graduates came back to serve as counselors this year. The Tri-State Camp is 

one of  21 youth camps conducted each summer by TU Councils across the country. 

The camp is a joint initiative between the Trout Unlimited state councils and local chapters in 

Virginia, Maryland/District of  Columbia, and West Virginia. 

 

 

Andy Holmaas helping with the 2013 

Camp. 
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The Presidents’ Climate Action Plan 

In the last week of  June, the Executive Office of  the President of  the United States released the 

newly completed Climate Action Plan.  For years, the United States has been reluctant to accept 

global warming as a significant threat. This plan officially acknowledges global warming and     

outlines a series of  objectives needed to help mitigate its effects. 
 

Listed below are a few of  the items from the 21 page plan that should be familiar to members of  

Trout Unlimited.   

Cutting Carbon Pollution from Power Plants: Power plants are the largest concentrated source 

of  emissions in the United States, together accounting for roughly one-third of  all domestic 

greenhouse gas emissions. ………..         President Obama is issuing a Presidential Memorandum 

directing the Environmental Protection Agency to work expeditiously to complete carbon pollu-

tion standards for both new and existing power plants.  

Preserving the Role of  Forests in Mitigating Climate Change: America’s forests play a     

critical role in addressing carbon pollution, removing nearly 12 percent of  total U.S. greenhouse 

gas emissions each year…………              The Administration is working to identify new 

approaches to protect and restore our forests, as well as other critical landscapes including grass-

lands and wetlands, in the face of  a changing climate.  

Identifying Vulnerabilities of  Key Sectors to Climate Change:………                In 2013, the 

Department of  Agriculture and Department of  the Interior released several studies outlining the 

challenges a changing climate poses for America’s agricultural enterprise, forests, water supply, 

wildlife, and public lands. ………….. 

Conserving Land and Water Resources: America’s ecosystems are critical to our nation’s  

economy and the lives and health of  our citizens. These natural resources can also help ameliorate 

the impacts of  climate change, if  they are properly protected.  

Developing Actionable Climate Science: The President’s Fiscal Year 2014 Budget provides 

more than $2.7 billion, largely through the 13-agency U.S. Global Change Research Program, to 

increase understanding of  climate-change impacts, establish a public-private partnership to       

explore risk and catastrophe modeling, and develop the information and tools needed by decision

-makers to respond to both long-term climate change impacts and near-term effects of  extreme 

weather.  

Assessing Climate-Change Impacts in the United States: In the spring of  2014, the Obama 

Administration will release the third U.S. National Climate Assessment, highlighting new advances 

in our understanding of  climate-change impacts across all regions of  the United States and on 

critical sectors of  the economy, including transportation, energy, agriculture, and ecosystems and 

biodiversity.   



 
 

Shenandoah National Park Denies Madison Gateway Proposal 
 

In a letter dated July 29 to the Madison County Board of  Supervisors in general and Mr. Ernie 
Hoch in particular, Shenandoah National Park Superintendent Jim Northup denied the Madison 
Gateway proposal. 
 

Mr. Northup addressed historical, legal, fiscal and environmental concerns in his reply.  He also 
reflected historical precedence by noting a similar case vetoed by president Roosevelt in 1939, the 
veto reading in part, “The approval of  Senate joint resolution 160 would encourage local 
communities to request opening of  minor roads in National Parks solely for the benefit of  
conferring local benefits upon adjacent communities, and would establish a dangerous precedent.”  
Also cited were denied requests from 1947 and 1985.  
 

The Superintendent also acknowledged the numerous letters, calls, and emails in opposition to the 
proposal while only receiving 3 correspondence in favor. 
 

Read the full letter to Madison County from Supt. Northup here. 
 

VCTU report on the topic here. 
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Shortly after the announcement of  the Presidents Climate Action Plan, Trout Unlimited CEO 

Chris Wood released this statement. 

”Trout Unlimited welcomes the President’s new focus on climate change. With predictions that 

up to 90 percent of  the brook trout populations may disappear from southern Appalachian 

mountain streams, and possible loss of  western trout populations in excess of  60 percent, we 

clearly need to take immediate action to reduce climate change causing emissions and recover na-

ture's ability to withstand the predicted increases in flood, fire, and drought--all of  which will in-

crease according to climate models………” 

“We are pleased with the President’s announcement that the government will more aggressively 

pursue such opportunities to help both natural and human communities adapt to climate change. 

It is now time for action.“ 
 

Find the complete Climate Action Plan here. 
 

The TU press release in response is here. 

Hot Topic 

http://www.nps.gov/shen/parknews/upload/FinalMadisonCountyResponse.PDF
http://www.vctu.org/2013/07/29/snp-denies-madison-county-request-to-establish-new-entrance-on-rapidan-road/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/image/president27sclimateactionplan.pdf
http://www.tu.org/press_releases/2013/trout-unlimited-stresses-importance-of-climate-change-plan


Please join us for the September 4 

Membership meeting as we welcome 

Phil Johnson,  Regional Coordinator for 
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