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Reflections from the President’s Pool -- 
 

Yep, summer is almost over and the hurricane season is exerting itself  

with Isaac aimed at New Orleans, as I type.  With a lull during the 

summer months our activities are on the rise again with the Chapter 

meeting starting up again beginning the 5th of  September.  I won’t be 

at that particular meeting as I’ll be in Alaska trying to “trick” salmon 

– pictures to follow.  Chuck Hoysa, our Vice President will preside 

over the September meeting. 

Of  special note, Bill Hobson and other volunteers donated their time 

and support for “Special Love Camp” on the 14th of  June and the 

14th of  August, as we continued our conservation and education out-

reach efforts – thanks Bill and team… 

We also continued our “Fish-with-a-Friend - (FWF)” season – with 
the weather becoming warmer, we transitioned to smallmouth,    
largemouth, and other species for the summer months –                
unfortunately, we had several cancellations due to the weather.  Be 
sure to check the schedule for the fall months.  If  you’re not on the 
FWF email list, and want to participate, send an email to Fred      
Kallmeyer – our FWF Chairman at fredkall@aol.com. 
 

Amy Orr and her team, continue their efforts in identifying and 

evaluating several potential stream conservation locations, however, 

not much transpired over the summer – more to follow – check out 

our website for info. 

Again, I remind to everyone about their timely TU membership     

renewals.  With the new TU National web site, it is easy to renew 

electronically, just go the website, sign in, and fill out the form.  Your 

renewal helps all of  us in the Chapter’s, State’s, and National’s efforts 

to conserve, restore, and preserve…thanks in advance! 

Again, I know we all have busy schedules, but if  you can join us for 

future meetings, activities and events, we’d enjoy having you partici-

pate with us. 

Meanwhile - get-up, get-out, and trick-fish…tight lines and screamin’ 

reels!! – hope to see you, maybe as I’m strolling from my Explorer 

down to the pool of  “----  stream/river” 

- Rob 

 

Dedicated to the             
conservation and            

preservation of cold water 
fisheries 

Mr. O’Toole, fall tune-up 2011 

mailto:fredkall@aol.com
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For the Tech Savvy…………. 

Shendandoah Riverkeeper Releases Free “Swim Guide” App for IPhone and      
Android 

Boyce, VA – Thursday, July 26, Shenandoah Riverkeeper releases a smartphone app for 
IPhone and Android users designed to show people where to access the Shendandoah River 
and tributaries for swimming, fishing and boating. The App is free and is meant as a gift to the 
Shenandoah Valley Community from Award Winning Non-Profit Shenandoah Riverkeeper for 
nearly seven years of  support. 

For those with compatible phones, the free app will show users a map of  the Valley with pins 
marking public access points along the North Fork, South Fork and Main Stem Shenandoah 
River. Search for “The Swim Guide” in the App store. Those without smart phones can just as 
easily access the resource from work or home here: http://theswimguide.org. 

Throughout the next few weeks and months, users will see even more locations added to the 
app, with photographs, GPS coordinates, and descriptions by Shenandoah Riverkeeper. The 
map pins are “hot” and can be selected for more detailed information. As of  this press release, 
more than a dozen sites are already online. Our goal is to provide not only access information 
but also information about river floats, history, safety precautions, and eventually bacterial  
testing data. 

The Shenandoah River is one of  the most beautiful rivers in the world and flows through a  

valley that can only be described as stunning. Despite historic pollution issues in the          

Shenandoah Valley, the types of  pollution have not normally been dangerous to recreational 

users (except for fish consumption). Estimates are that 250,000 to 500,000 people safely      

recreate on rivers in the Valley in each year. Unfortunately, many Valley residents are resistant 

to swimming and boating on Shenandoah. Shenandoah Riverkeeper wants to promote safe use 

of  the river and to encourage Valley residents to get back on the water and enjoy their local  

rivers and streams. 

 

Other news from or about the Riverkeeper: 

Washingtonian article: What’s in the water we drink? 

WTOP local news article click here. 

http://theswimguide.org
http://www.washingtonian.com/articles/people/whats-in-the-water-we-drink-2/
http://www.wtop.com/120/2998665/Answers-sought-for-drop-on-Shenandoahs-North-Fork
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From the Council: 

DCR Soliciting public comments on new farm management plan program 

Comments on a new state program that would encourage farmers to adopt comprehensive 
plans to reduce pollution runoff  into the state’s rivers, streams and the Chesapeake Bay in re-
turn for a “safe harbor” from future expansion of  reduction requirements are being accepted 
through Friday, Sept. 14. While farmers would voluntarily agree to implement a resource 
management plan, regulations are being developed to ensure the program is handled consis-
tently across the Commonwealth.                                                                                              

The Virginia Department of  Conservation and Recreation is accepting comments on       

regulations establishing agricultural resource management plans. The department is seeking 

comments that propose improvements to the proposed regulations or share thoughts on the 

programs costs, benefits and potential impacts. 

The draft regulations propose qualifications for resource management plan developers. For 
crop and hay lands the proposed plans could call for nutrient management planning, soil  
conservation plans and the use of  grass or forest buffers. For croplands the plans could also 
call for the use of  cover crops. Pasture and grazing land plans could also call for nutrient 
management planning, soil conservation, buffers and providing watering systems for animals 
that keep them from accessing streams. 

An approved resource management plan would be good for nine years. While the plan is in 
place, the farm operation would be exempt from any new environmental regulations related 
to the Chesapeake Bay or local TMDLs or total maximum daily loads. TMDLs represent the 
maximum amount of  pollutants such as nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment that can flow to 
streams that have been found to be impaired. The plans would not exempt operations from 
existing regulations such as those for operators of  poultry or larger confined feeding opera-
tions. 

Copies of  the proposed regulations and other background materials can be found here.  

Comments can be submitted to the regulatory Town Hall website at 

www.townhall.virginia.gov or by mail to the DCR Regulatory Coordinator at: Virginia       

Department of  Conservation and Recreation, 203 Governor Street, Suite 302, Richmond, 

Virginia 23219. Comments may also be emailed to the regulatory coordinator at: reg-

cord@dcr.virginia.gov or faxed to (804) 786-6141. All written comments must include the 

name and address of  the commenter (e-mail addresses would also be appreciated). In order 

to be considered, comments must be received by midnight on the last day of  the public  

comment period 

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/lr7a.shtml
http://www.townhall.virginia.gov/L/viewstage.cfm?stageid=6170&display=general
http://www.townhall.virginia.gov
mailto:regcord@dcr.virginia.gov
mailto:regcord@dcr.virginia.gov
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September 2012 

5 Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.                                          

 Guest Speaker: Judson Walls Hand Craft-

ing  Leaders 

8 VCTU Quarterly Meeting                              

 Graves Mtn Lodge, Syria 

12 - 16 TU Annual Meeting                                      

 Asheville, NC 

16 FwF Hughes River 8:00 a.m.                         

 Nethers (Old Rag parking area) 

October 2012 

3 Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.                     

 Guest: Colby Trow 

6 FwF Rapidan, “Fall Tune Up”9:00 a.m.         

 Criglersville Elementary                        

 (10:00 at the 1st bridge) 

November 2012 

7 Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.                    

 Guest: Shenandoah Riverkeeper, Jeff 

 Kelbe                                                   

10  VCTU Quarterly Meeting                              

 Location and time TBD 

 

  For detailed information regarding 

events visit our website:  

www.rapidantu.org  

 

For detailed 2012 FwF (Fish with a 

Friend) info, click here. 

 

The Rapidan Chapter meets on the first Wednesday of each 

month (Sept. through June). Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. in the 

basement of Sun Trust Bank, 

251 W. Lee Hwy,  Warrenton, VA 

A few months ago, Dargan Coggeshall addressed the Rapidan Chapter regarding the status of  
the current Jackson River Lawsuit.   

Chapter member and author Beau Beasley has been closely following this case from the        
beginning. 

There has been some movement on the case this summer. 

For the recent Washington Post article, click here. 

For Beau Beasley’s coverage including correspondence to VDGIF, click here. 

To access the Virginia Rivers Defense Fund and Dargan’s blog, click here. 

Hot Topic 

http://www.rapidantu.org/
http://www.rapidantu.org/?page_id=14
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/troubled-waters-landowners-angler-wrangle-over-access-to-va-river/2012/08/19/bded84d0-e25c-11e1-98e7-89d659f9c106_story.html
http://www.beaubeasley.com/jacksonriver.htmlC:/Users/Kevin/Documents/ASUS
http://www.virginiariversdefensefund.org/blog


Hastings Bill Stifles Innovation, Collaboration on Dam Operations 

Background: On August 1, 2012 representative Doe Hastings (R-WA-4) introduced HR 6247 
— the "Saving Our Dams and New Hydropower Development and Jobs Act of  2012." This 
bill aims to promote hydropower production by reducing environmental regulatory safeguards, 
prohibiting the use of  federal funds to support hydropwer reform or dam removal activities, 
and by penalizing organizations engaged in hydropower reform or other hydropower 
related litigation activities by prohibiting such groups from accessing federal restora-
tion funds that are critical to implementing innovative, multi-stakeholder watershed 
restoration activities. 

Trout Unlimited supports hydropower projects that are properly sited and responsibly devel-
oped and operated to minimize impacts to salmon and trout and their habitats and has a long 
history of  development. HR 6247 would ultimately set back efforts nationwide to find creative, 
collaborative solutions that balance water supply and hydro operations with the needs of  fish, 
wildlife and businesses that rely on healthy natural resources. 

Among other harmful provisions, the bill would: 

 Eliminate federal funding for studies, permits or other activities connected to the removal 
or partial removal of  any private or public hydroelectric dam without express Congressional 
approval. This prohibition dramatically minimizes opportunity for common-sense solutions to 
basin-scale water management decisions and ignores the many success stories around the na-
tion that demonstrate collaboration, operational innovation and modernization of  our nation’s 
aging infrastructure. 

 Eliminate federal funding or federally supported grants for habitat restoration work con-
ducted by non-profit organizations, such as Trout Unlimited, where the organization previ-
ously participated in legal challenges related to hydropower operations — even if  those chal-
lenges were successful. This provision would strip funding from numerous broadly supported 
restoration projects simply because of  unrelated hydropower litigation. 

 Weaken the authority of  federal resource management agencies to include conditions on 
project licenses necessary to safeguard the interests of  anglers, commercial fishermen, boaters, 
and others who depend on rivers downstream of  hydropower projects. Without the ability for 
agencies to insist on needed natural resource protections, there will be little incentive for hy-
dropower companies to collaborate to find creative solutions. 

Prohibit power producers from allowing water to bypass their turbines under certain condi-
tions — eliminating proven measures needed for safe fish passage around hydropower turbines 
and prohibiting operators from providing flows to dewatered stream reaches during drought 
— a time when such flows are critically needed.                                                                       

For full article click here.  To access HR 6247 text (Library of  Congress), click here. 
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http://www.tu.org/press_releases/2012/tu-hastings-bill-stifles-innovation-collaboration-on-dam-operations
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query
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Take me to your Leader…. 

 

 

 

Join us September 5 as Rapidan Member Judson Walls shows us how to 

craft our own leaders. 

Details inside 

 


