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By the time everyone reads this newsletter, the Rapidan Chapter will have just      finished our 

annual Fishing Show on March 2 at the Fauquier Fairgrounds. This event is our major fund rais-

er of  the year and it also kicks off  a very busy spring  season. Thanks to Fred K. and all the 

Rapidan members who helped with the Show. In the coming weeks, we will have our annual 

Trash Pick Up on the Rapidan on March 30, Kids Fishing Day at Graves Mountain on April 6, 

Camp Special Love on April 13, the Fly Fishing Festival in Waynesboro on April 20-21, and the 

Project Healing Waters event on the Rose River on April 27. Check our website 

http://www.rapidantu.org/ for details. As each event approaches it will be featured near the top 

of  the webpage. Many of  our members are already signed up to help with these events, but if  

we need more help the webpage will have details. Thanks in advance to all the members who 

spent a considerable amount of  time planning these events and to those who have already vol-

unteered to help. 

 

In addition to the regular activities we do each spring, our Conservation Committee has been 

very busy. They have been working with folks from National TU, VDGIF, and other organiza-

tions. There are potential projects on Spout Run, Garth Run, and Wildcat Hollow in the works 

that may involve financial and physical support from the Rapidan Chapter. I recently had the 

opportunity to visit Wildcat Hollow with Conservation Chair Amy Orr and representatives from 

National TU, VDGIF, and Northern Virginia TU. Wildcat Hollow is receiving a lot of  attention 

because it is the closest cold water stream to most of  Northern Virginia. Because of  its location, 

it is the release site for many Trout In The Classroom schools. Most of  the Rapidan Chapter 

schools release there as well many of  the participating schools in Fairfax and other Northern 

Virginia localities. Last year, the Northern Virginia TU chapter assisted VDGIF in placing some 

structures in the stream to improve summer time habitat for the fish. VDGIF has even more 

ambitious plans to install additional structures this spring. 

 

As of  right now, Rapidan Chapter sponsored TIC Schools are releasing trout in  Wildcat Hollow 

on March 20 (two schools), April 3&4, April 9, and April 26. We'll probably add a few more 

dates in the near future. A typical release involves 20-30 kids and takes about an hour between 

the actual release and a few educational streamside activities.  

On April 3&4, we have a mammoth undertaking as Saunders Middle School from Manassas is 

bringing about 180 students each day. We will need help from the membership and hope some 

of  you can volunteer one or both days for two hours.  

http://www.rapidantu.org/
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We will be setting up 8 stations and rotate the students through each station at   10-12 minute 
intervals. We hope to have stations on Trout Habitat, Watersheds, Macroinvertibrates, Fly Cast-
ing, Water Quality, Forestry, Invasive Plants, and       anything else related we can come up 
with. So, if  you think you can help, be      prepared to make 8 short presentations to groups of  
Middle School students. I will be working on this project and if  you can help or want more de-
tails, contact me directly at choysa1@comcast.net. 
 
Thanks again for all your hard work and dedication, I hope we can all squeeze in a few fishing 
days this spring!  

-Chuck   

March 2013 

6  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.                     

 Speaker: Paul Kearney “Shenandoah Park 

 Trout Fishing   

9 FwF Rapidan River, 10:00 a.m.                  

20 FwF Robinson River,  9:00 a.m. 

30        Rapidan Clean Up Day, 9:00 a.m.                               
  

April 2013 

3  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.               

 Speaker: TBD 

3&4 TIC Release, 10:00                                  

 Thompson WMA , Markham    

6  Kid’s Day, 8:00 a.m.                                

 Graves Mtn Lodge, Syria  

10  FwF Conway River, 10:00 a.m. 

28 Project Healing Waters 2-Fly Tournament 

 Rose River Farm, Syria  

x VCTU Quarterly Meeting                     

 location, time and date TBD 

May 2013 

1 FwF Rapidan, 10:00 a.m.                 

 Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.        

 Speaker: William Herezniak      

16 FwF Jeremy’s Run, 9:00 a.m. 

31 FwF Jackson River (upper) 10:00 a.m. 

  

  For detailed Fish with a Friend          

Information, click here. 

  For detailed information regarding 

events visit our website:  

www.rapidantu.org  

 

The Rapidan Chapter meets on the first Wednesday 

of each month (Sept. through June). Meetings begin 

at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of Sun Trust Bank: 

251 W. Lee Hwy,  Warrenton, VA 

Upcoming Events 

mailto:choysa1@comcast.net
http://www.projecthealingwaters.org/Events/Tournaments/2flyTournament.aspx
http://www.vctu.org/events/
http://www.rapidantu.org/?page_id=14
http://www.rapidantu.org/
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Fishing Show Report 
 

The 25th annual Rapidan TU fishing show was held at the Fauquier Fairgrounds in Warrenton 
on Saturday, March 2,2013 Show hours were 9am-4:30pm, with vendor access beginning ~7am. 
Food support was inside this year & again provided by Bob’s Blue Ridge BBQ. The weather was 
sunny, in the 40’s and windy. Approximately 325 visitors attended the show. 

Facility setup for fifty tables & 100 chairs, and seminar area(90 chairs, PVC & plastic material 
wall) was done by seven chapter volunteers( BillH, DannyD, RedB, ChuckH, GlennM, JoeR, 
FredF, & FredK) on Friday at noon. Bob’s Blue Ridge BBQ also surveyed kitchen, and coordi-
nated food schedule. The caterer provided coffee, pastry, BBQ, hot dogs, hamburgs, snacks & 
beverages until ~3pm. 

DougF & AmyO managed the lobby operations area with support from many volunteers (ie 
BillR, RedB, JoeR, BillH, & DannyD) and did a great job selling Montana trip tickets and premi-
um rod and bucket raffle tickets. LarryW(Co-manager) was emcee for the day, including seminar 
introductions, hourly door prizes, ticket purchase encouragement, and raffle prize winner draw-
ings. He used the new Chapter portable mic/speaker system. Seminar speakers used ChuckH 
portable PA system. MarciaW worked her & Hank’s table and two adjacent tables of  Tokarsky 
estate donated fishing equipment. She put in many hours packaging & pricing stuff  at home for 
sale at show. Sales were $560 for the estate donations. Also, some hooks & fly tying material 
were donated to the TU Tri-state Youth Camp/PaulK. ChuckH & FredF ran the Aquatic Life/
TIC/Membership table for the chapter. RobP/Past President made a guest appearance and was 
welcomed by all. BrockL & GlennM managed the estate table fishing stuff  with MarciaW & 
HankW advising. BillH did vendor name tag distribution, front lobby, & helped with bucket 
prize identification. Photo’s were taken by KevinD for chapter newsletter. CaroleM was a roving 
volunteer. Seventeen chapter members supported the show, resulting in 310 volunteer hours. 
This show would not be successful without the direct support of  our chapter volunteers! 

The keynote speaker was Jeff  Murray of  Murrays Fly Shop on ”Mountain Trout Fishing”. The 
two most popular seminars were: Mountain trout Fishing, & Prospecting for Trout. MarciaW gave a 
seminar on “Fishing Yellowstone Park”. Vendor fly tying was done at respective vendor tables at 
10, 11, 12, & 1pm for ~30 minutes each. Walt Cary/WaltsPoppers came out of  retirement to 
participate in show. 

I would like to thank all who supported the show, and especially the vendors, chapter members, 
and those who made donations for prizes: MarciaW for the Montana trip support, Fly Fishing 
Benefactors (Hicks Rod Outfit), Chris Bogart/Shenandoah Rods for the custom cane rod, Judd 
Walls (LLBean Travel Rod), LLBean/Judd Walls for the Gortex Wading Jacket & large box of  
flies, and Douglas Dear/Rose River Farm for Cabin. Several of  our members are also vendors: 
Andy Holmaas, Mike McCaffrey, Paul Kearney, and Marcia & Hank Woolman. 
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The bucket raffle prize drawings began about 4pm, culminating in the Montana Trip ticket 
winner being drawn ~4:35pm. After reconfiguration and cleanup of  the facility, the last person 
left ~5:30pm. Prize winners will be notified, prizes delivered, and winners posted on the chap-
ter website. 

The show newspaper advertising this year was in the Loudoun, Fauquier, Culpeper, & Orange 
County Times. Also, VA Sportsman Magazine traded a half  page ad for a vendor table at show. 
Woods & Waters also had our show listed in the Calendar section for January & February edi-
tions. Also, VDGIF supported show advertising in their monthly statewide emailing of  
“Outdoor Report” for January & February. The editor/Dave Coffman was also a vendor 
(Rustic Frames & Wildlife Art) at show. 

The show date this year conflicted with the Lancaster, PA show and several of  our vendors 
went there. However, only specific dates are available to us from Fauquier Fairgrounds, Inc. 
Next years’ show date is Saturday, March 1, 2014. 

 

Fred Kallmeyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hank and Marcia Woolman making a sale. 

Chris Bogart talking Bamboo. 

Pop star Walt Cary. 
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VCTU and DGIF hire new state coordinator for Trout in the Classroom 

 

Chuck Hoysa, of  Warrenton, has accepted appointment as the position of  state-wide coordinator 

of  Trout-in-the-Classroom (TIC), the joint partnership of  Trout Unlimited and the Department 

of  Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF). The TIC program involves school children raising trout 

and release them in streams. Currently 209 Virginia schools participate in TIC. 

For full article, click here. 

 

TU gets grant for Marcellus Shale work in VA, WV 

 

TU national has received a grant to employ a person from AmeriCorps to monitor Marcellus 

Shale issues in Virginia and West Virginia. The staffer will conduct baseline water quality ahead of  

gas development activities and provide a threshold with 

which to monitor potential impacts. The employee will focus 

on watershed education and the training of  volunteer water-

shed monitors. 

This program mirrors the existing program created in Penn-

sylvania, said council chair Graham Simmerman, who re-

quested that Virginia be included with West Virginia. Marcel-

lus Shale occurs along the western border of  the state. Ac-

cording the Virginia Department of  Mines, Minerals and En-

ergy, the formation is not as deeply buried as it is in West 

Virginia and New York. 

More information about Marcellus Shale can be found here. 

http://www.vctu.org/2013/02/06/vctu-and-dgif-hire-new-state-coordinator-for-trout-in-the-classroom/
http://www.vctu.org/
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/
http://www.dmme.virginia.gov/DGO/HydraulicFracturing.shtml


 

Tipsy Fish: When Anti-Anxiety Meds Get Into Rivers 
 

From the pages of  Time and the pen of  Veronique Greenwood is an article that will make you 
think…. What price for progress?  It is easy to see the relationship of  lawn and garden chemicals 
and hazards posed to both humans and wildlife, but most of  us consider things going to a 
treatment plant as safe afterward. Think again.  Scientists from Sweden’s Umea University have 
discovered some disturbing trends linking certain drugs (post treatment) to aberrant behaviors in 
fish. 
 

For article click here. 

 

Upstream Battle: Fishes Shun Modern Dam Passages, Contributing to 
Population Declines 
 

Amy Kraft, writing for Scientific American shares recent work detailing how few fish actually use 
the manmade fish passage devices installed at most major river dam sites.  As if  we needed more 
convincing in regard to dam removal where appropriate.  Article here. 
 

Merkel warns of  risks of  fracking in Germany 
 

Also from Scientific American is an article from the Reuters desk in Berlin. It appears that 
fracking is now a global concern.  Germany’s Chancelor Angela Merkel appears quite cautious 
about the process and concerned about its impact.  Check it out here. 
 

IceWatch USA 
 

And finally is a small article about a grass roots organization collecting data about global warming 
and climate change. Article here. 
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Madison County Park Entrance 
 

It appears that there is considerable recent activity on the part of  Madison County for the  Rapi-

dan Gateway into Shenandoah National Park.  This would utilize the current Rapidan road that 

begins at the terminus of  Quaker Run Road out of  Criglersville. The existing road is mere feet 

from the Rapidan River.  Road expansion to make the project economically viable and increased 

traffic would be devastating to this fragile fishery.   

To view the Madison County website that details recent activity click here. 

http://science.time.com/2013/02/15/tipsy-fish-when-anti-anxiety-meds-get-into-rivers/?hpt=hp_t3
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=upstream-battle-fishes-shun-modern-dam-passages-population-declines
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=merkel-warns-of-risks-of-fracking-i
http://www.scientificamerican.com/citizen-science/project.cfm?id=icewatch-usa
http://www.time.com/time/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/
http://www.madisonco.virginia.gov/nationalpark.php
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Rapidan Members 

 

Please join us March 6 as we welcome  

Paul Kearney and his experience with the Trout in 

the Shenandoah National Park. 
 

Details on this and more inside! 

 
 


