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Presidents’ Pool 

As this newsletter goes to press, we are entering the busiest season for the Rapidan Chapter. 
Next Saturday, March 1, is our annual Fishing Show,  which is basically our only fund raising 
event of  the year. Many of  you will be there helping out, and this is most appreciated.  One of  
the easiest ways our Chapter makes money is through sales of  the Montana Raffle Tickets. 
However, as of  today we still have well over 100 Montana tickets left to sell. This is more than 
we normally have left at this point.  Every unsold ticket is money that the Chapter could  spend 
to support worthy projects. If  you still have tickets, please make every effort to sell them, if  you 
do not have tickets, please come to the show and purchase one or two to support your Chapter. 
As a reminder, tickets are $25 each and only 300 are available.  The Show on Saturday is at the 
Fauquier County Fairgrounds located at  6209 Old Auburn Road, Warrenton, 20186. It starts at 
9:00 am and runs until 4:30 pm. 

The money the Chapter earns is used to support many worthy projects. As an example, we   
normally send two campers to the Tri-State Youth Conservation Camp at Graves Mountain 
Lodge each summer at the tune of  $800 per camper. We have received requests from four new 
schools to participate in Trout In The Classroom next year. If  the money is available, the    
Chapter will purchase each of  the schools a chilling unit for their aquarium, and they cost about 
$600 a piece. We are also working on some Conservation Projects which will require both   
money and manpower, so let’s all get out and support the Annual Fishing Show next weekend. 

Once we get past the Fishing Show, our next really big event is the Kids Fishing Day at Graves 
Mountain Lodge on April 5. We will be sending out information in the near future. There will 
be a variety of  jobs available, so please respond if  you can help for all or part of  the day.  

We will have a lot of  schools releasing their baby trout from Trout In The Classroom during 
March,  April, and May. Most are released in Wildcat Hollow on Thompson Wildlife           
Management Area near Markham. A typical release event involves a teacher bringing 20-30    
students and it takes them about an hour to release their, catch some macroinvertebrates, and do 
some water testing. On April 9 and 10, we will have very large groups from Saunders Middle 
School  in   Manassas, about 140 kids each day. For this size group, we will divide the students 
into about 8 smaller groups and rotate them through a series of  stations which last about 12-15 
minutes each. This means we will need 8 volunteers each day to run a station. We did this last 
year very successfully, so if  you can help this year, please volunteer when details are sent out. 
Last year, we had stations for the Fish Release, Stream Morphology, Macroinvertebrates, Water 
Testing,  Forestry, Invasive Plants, Wildlife, and Fly Casting.  

Finally, our Fish With A Friend schedule is ready and should be on the website. The first event 
is March 8 on the Rapidan River, and our annual Rapidan River Cleanup/Picnic/Fishing is 
scheduled for March 29.  

See you all Saturday,   Chuck 
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March  

1  Fishing Show,   9:30 — 4:30                 

 Fauquier County Fairgrounds 

5  Membership Meeting  7:30 p.m.         

 Speaker:  Judd Walls, Furled Leaders 

8  FwF Rapidan     10:00 a.m.                  

 Junction Pool 

29  Rapidan River Clean-Up/Picnic 9 a.m 

 Criglersville Elementary   

April 

2  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.           

 Speaker:  BJ Valentine, VDGIF 

 Stocked Trout Program 

5  Heritage Day/Kids Day  9 am– 4 pm

 Graves Mtn. Lodge, Syria 

6/7/8 FwF Harmon’s Cabins, WV                                  

 email Fred Kallmeyer for reservations 

12 VCTU Quarterly Meeting   9:00 a.m.  

 Waynesboro 

16  FwF Robinson River      9:00 a.m.         

 Criglersville Elementary, Syria 

 

April (cont.) 

27 Project Healing Waters 2-Fly Tourny   

 Rose River Farm 7a.m. - 4 p.m. 

30 FwF Rapidan     10:00 a.m.                   

 Criglersville Elementary, Syria 

May 

7  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.           

 Speaker:  William Heresniak, Nymphs 

 and Streamers 

15  FwF Jeremy’s Run     9:a.m.                

 Luray 

30 FwF Upper Jackson River   10:00 a.m. 

 Jackson River Br. / Poor Farm Rd 

  For detailed Fish with a Friend          

Information, click here. 

  For detailed information regarding 

events visit our website:  

www.rapidantu.org  

 

The Rapidan Chapter meets on the first Wednesday 

of each month (Sept. through June). Meetings begin 

at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of Sun Trust Bank: 

251 W. Lee Hwy,  Warrenton, VA 

Tell VDGIF What You Think! 

The Virginia Department of  Game and Inland Fisheries is currently soliciting comment from 

the public regarding the Stocked Trout Program and Fishing and Boating Regulations. 

To read more about and comment on the Stocked Trout Management Program, click here. 

To learn more about or participate in the 2014 Fishing, Nongame Wildlife, and Boating 

Biennial Regulation Review and Amendment Process, click here.  This review process is open 

until March 12. 

mailto:FredKall@aol.com
http://www.rapidantu.org/?page_id=14
http://www.rapidantu.org/
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/fishing/trout/management-plan/
https://www3.dgif.virginia.gov/web/issues-2014/recommendations.asp
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Spring 2014 Conservation News 
 

Tourist Highway along Rapidan River 
 

Last June, the Superintendent of  Shenandoah National Park denied Madison County’s proposal 
to upgrade the Federal part of  the unimproved road along Rapidan River to accommodate up to 
30,000 new trips per year by transit bus and car.  Madison County Administrator Ernie Hoch has 
continued to promote his scheme despite changes to the administration in Richmond and the 
reelection defeat of  the Madison County Board Chairman.  The chapter is prepared to mount a 
snail-mail campaign to raise awareness of  this issue until the county drops this from the       
comprehensive plan.  Please send contact information on any organization you think will be an 
important resource.  Include a name, title, organization, street address, town and zip code.  A 
phone number would also be welcomed.  Send the information to WillowAmy@gmail.com.   
 

Trout Stream Road Crossing Initiative 

With the help of  a US Fish and Wildlife Service grant, they have inventoried road-stream cross-
ings along the east side of  the Blue Ridge and the team is now considering which barriers to fix. 
 

Garth Run 

TU Thomas Jefferson Chapter got an Embrace-A-Stream grant last year for a contract to install 
almost 30 fish habitat structures on upper Garth Run, a tributary to the Rapidan,  This phase 
was completed last summer with apparently positive results for brook trout numbers. Seth Coff-
man (TU) will possibly need volunteer or other help in March with tree and shrub planting and 
other work. We will keep you posted.   
 

Spout Run 

There will be volunteer opportunities for riparian buffer planting in April.  We will send the date 
as soon as it is available.   
 

Fred Fox and Amy Orr for the Conservation Committee 

TU and Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC) are working 

together to help reconnect trout streams in Rappahannock, 

Madison, Albemarle, and Greene Counties, that have been 

fragmented by inadequate road-stream crossings.  Problems 

such as undersized culverts, perched culverts (pictured at 

left), low-water bridges, and stream erosion hinder the   

movement and reproduction of  native trout populations.   

mailto:WillowAmy@gmail.com
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   Are You Bringing a Kid to Kid’s Day? 
 

Rapidan Chapter has the oldest Kid’s Fishing Day in the state of  Virginia. It is a proud history 

that we continue to expand and improve upon. Years ago it was just ‘kids fishing.” VDGIF 

stocked it, and kids came and took everything they caught home. There were no lessons about 

conservation. Eventually we added some casting lessons and a demonstration, but it has only 

been in the past 5 years that we teamed up with Heritage Day to make this a truly educational 

day for the entire family. Now we teach them about trout insects, fishing knots, fly tying, casting, 

and of  course fishing. 

What I find amazing is that more folks in TU don’t avail themselves of  this wonderful            

opportunity to bring the family and enjoy and learn about the great outdoors. The target         

audience seems to be locals from in and around Madison County. Let’s make this the year that 

everyone in this chapter brings a child. If  you don’t have one get a grandchild, a neighbors child, 

call a local school and ask if  they have any 12 year old boys or girls that need a ride to a day of  

fishing, and their dad and mom can come along. Let’s make this an attempt to find the Rapidan 

TU members of  the future. Once they are hooked on trout fishing, we have the knowledge and 

the power to create a cold water conservationist. 

I also want to thank all the wonderful TU volunteers who each year drive all the way out to 

Graves Mt. Lodge, and give a precious weekend day so they can share their knowledge with 

these deserving children. 

Marcia Woolman 

Kids Day Coordinator 
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For release, Feb. 10 2014 

 

TU’s Moyer Elected to Freshwater Fishing Hall of  Fame 

 

WORKING ON CAPITOL HILL, MOYER HAS HELPED PROTECT AND RESTORE 
TROUT AND SALMON FOR MORE THAN TWO DECADES 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Steve Moyer, Trout Unlimited’s vice president for government affairs, 
was elected to the National Freshwater Fishing Hall of  Fame’s 2014 class for a career spent 
working to protect and restore America’s trout and salmon habitat from Capitol Hill. 

In more than 20 years as a political advocate for trout, salmon and clean water, Moyer has    
compiled an impressive list of  accomplishments, ranging from protecting large western         
landscapes to removing dams that have blocked salmon migration for generations to the I    
ncorporation of  strong conservation language in important legislation, like the Farm Bill. 

“Steve represents the best of  Trout Unlimited,” said TU President and CEO Chris Wood. “He is 
quiet and unassuming, and the flat-out most effective conservation advocate on Capitol Hill. I 
am proud to call him a mentor and friend, and can think of  no-one more deserving of  this   
honor than Steve.”   

Moyer first came to TU in 1992, and since then, he’s been instrumental in efforts to improve fish 
habitat—and fishing—all over America. For instance, he has: 

 Helped the U.S. Forest Service establish a strong fisheries management program by            
advocating for increased fisheries funding and encouraging the inclusion of  fisheries science 
into the agency that was traditionally managed for timber harvest. Given that many of  this 
country’s best fisheries are located on U.S. Forest Service property and are publicly accessible, 
this effort not only protected some of  America’s most cherished rivers, but also the           
opportunity to fish them. 

 Helped garner grassroots support for federal funding for fish habitat protection and          
restoration programs, like the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Fish Passage Program, which 
has removed approximately 950 fish passage barriers and reconnected more than 15,500 
stream miles, opening up countless new fishing opportunities. 

 Helped pass a landmark omnibus land protection bill in 2009 that included the creation of  
the new Copper-Salmon Wilderness in southwest Oregon and the protection of  1.2 million 
acres of  the Wyoming Range from future oil and gas drilling.Worked to reauthorize the Farm 
Bill in 1996, 2002, 2008, and again this year, ensuring vital conservation funding is available 
to the agriculture community to assist farmers and ranchers wishing to protect water quality 
and the irreplaceable fisheries that bisect their lands. 
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 Helped to defend the fish passage provisions of  the Federal Power Act which has led to fish-

eries restoration across the nation, such as the dam removal projects on the Sebasticook Riv-

er in Maine, which now boasts the largest population of  migratory herring in America. He 

was also instrumental in the removal of  two dams on Maine’s Penobscot River, which will 

eventually open more than 1,000 miles of  habitat for endangered Atlantic salmon and a host 

of  other ocean-going fish, including striped bass and shad. In Washington state, Moyer 

helped support the removal of  the Elwha River Dam—today, salmon and steelhead are re-

populating the river above old dam site. All of  these projects have improved not only fish 

habitat, but fishing opportunity. 

In addition to his work on the Hill, Moyer has also worked closely with TU’s volunteers—at one 

point, he was TU’s volunteer operations director. Today, TU’s volunteers contribute about 

700,000 hours of  volunteer time on the ground to make fishing better through restoration and 

reconnection all across America. 

“I’m honored and humbled to receive this award, and I am extremely grateful to the Freshwater 

Fishing Hall of  Fame for it,” Moyer said. “All that I have accomplished would not have been 

possible without the splendid relationships I have enjoyed with TU volunteers and staff,     

members of  Congress and their staffs, conservation organization friends, and state and federal 

agency partners. I am very fortunate to have had such a good run, but let’s all remember, there is 

a lot of  work left to be done.” 

 



 

The days are getting longer  

And Spring is just around the corner! 

 

See what the Rapidan Chapter is up to 

During our busiest season! 
 

  Hatches 

  11305 Park Gate Dr. 

  Nokesville, VA 20181    


