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The Rapidan Chapter has had an eventful Spring. As we head into our Summer break, there are 
a few things we need to highlight, especially for those of  you who  are unable to attend our   
regular meetings. 
 

The proposed new entrance to Shenandoah National Park is an issue all members should be 
aware of  and concerned about. If  you haven’t heard, the Madison County Board of  Supervisors 
is proposing a new entrance to the Park that would use the existing road along the Rapidan   
River. TU members and others who use the area are quite concerned about the impact the    
proposal would have on our namesake river. Rather than go into great detail here, please check 
out the chapter website at http://www.rapidantu.org/.  Fred Fox has done a tremendous job of  
researching this issue, gathering facts, and informing other users of  the area. 
 
Conservation projects have also taken center stage 
this year. Chapter members have been   working with 
DGIF biologists and folks from TU National on   
several potential projects. One project that is well   
underway is the habitat improvement on the stream 
that runs through Wildcat Hollow. Wildcat Hollow is 
part of  Thompson Wildlife Management Area in 
Northern Fauquier County. The stream is a tributary 
of  Goose Creek and was identified by DGIF several 
years ago as a site to introduce Brook trout.  Many 
schools that participate in Trout In The Classroom 
release their fish in Wildcat Hollow. This includes   
several TIC schools sponsored by the Rapidan     
Chapter, as well as many sponsored by the Northern 
Virginia Chapter.  Shenandoah Stream Works installed several drop log structures and scooped 
out some deep pools in late April to  improve the summer habitat.  According to reports we  
receive regularly from our friends with the Northern Virginia Chapter, the trout released by TIC 
schools are clearly visible in the new pools. Most of  Rapidan’s trout were released in March and 
April, Northern Virginia releases in May and June. We may get a call this summer for additional 
work on the stream. If  so, we’ll let everybody know. 

 

Fish With A Friend is well underway. We have events scheduled throughout the summer. Again, 
check our website, as upcoming events will be posted near the top of  the page. 

 

And finally, kudos to Fred Kallmeyer for his years of  outstanding service running our annual 
Fishing Show. Fred is stepping down as Chairman of  the event, and we need people to step up.  
This is our one and only fund raising event of  the year and allows us to support so many worthy 
causes 

Recent stream improvement on Wildcat Hollow 

http://www.rapidantu.org
http://shenandoahstreamworks.com/
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This can be a job that can be taken on by several people as there are tasks associated with the 
show that start in late summer and run until the show is complete in March. We have a full  
listing of  all the tasks . Please contact me or Fred if  you can help so we can get a jump on next 
year’s show. 

 

All for now, I’m thinking of  heading out to the Rappahannock River to see if  the smallmouth 
will think my ugly black poppers are cicadas!  

Chuck  

 June 2013 

5  Membership Meeting 7:30 p.m.          

 Spring Casting Clinic                            

 Host: Mike McCaffery    

22 FwF Shenandoah,  8:00 a.m.                       

 Front Royal 

23-28 Tri State Youth Camp                         

 Graves Mountain Lodge, Syria 

        

 July 2013 

13  FwF Rapidan/Germanna, 7:00 a.m.          

 Rt. 3 Bridge (east end) 

17 FwF Rappahannock, 5:00 p.m.        

 Phelps WMA 

  

  

August 2013 

7  FwF Hunting Run, 8:00 a.m.                 

 Locust Grove 

14  FwF Rapidan/Germanna, 7:00 a.m.     

 Rt. 3 Bridge (east end) 

15  FwF Rappahannock, 7:30 a.m.          

 Richardsville 

  

  For detailed Fish with a Friend          

Information, click here. 

  For detailed information regarding 

events visit our website:  

www.rapidantu.org  

 

The Rapidan Chapter meets on the first Wednesday 

of each month (Sept. through June). Meetings begin 

at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of Sun Trust Bank: 

251 W. Lee Hwy,  Warrenton, VA 

Upcoming Events 

http://www.rapidantu.org/?page_id=14
http://www.rapidantu.org/
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   Kid’s Day 2013 
 

Heritage/Kid’s Day on April 7th at Graves MT. Lodge was a great success again with perfect 
weather. However, the crowd was smaller than in previous years and the support of  other        
organizations like the Wild Turkey Federation did not have their usual BB gun target shooting 
for the kids. The VDGIF hunting simulator was also missing from this year’s offerings. The 
good part is Rapidan TU had a full cadre of  volunteers, and we were able to make a lot of     
children happy. Chapter Friend, Dick Dement (known as the Turkey Man as he has a table in the 
pavilion and does turkey calling.) was able to get 12 spinning rods donated from Dick’s Sporting 
goods for TU and we gave them out to children that either came without a rod or were using 
mom or dad’s rod that was just not suitable. Next year we hope to procure even more rods, and 
make some improvements to our program. 

 

This year our chapter offered a new activity; a table where fishing knots were taught to the kids. 
It seemed to be busy most of  the day. Next year we hope to hope to be able to make some     
offerings at our membership table, perhaps once again offering a small box of  flies for anyone 
joining TU that day, and maybe some small thing with the TU logo. As of  last year we took the 
two casting ponds and made them for either spin fishing or fly casting as many of  the children 
are just too young to handle a fly rod. The committee is open to suggestions. We hope to make 
Rapidan’s 33rd Kid’s Day the best one yet. 

 

 Marcia Woolman, Chair 

 

Member Andy Holmaas with a young fly tier. 

Member Sean Walsh with new sign. 
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Hunt Fish VA 

From our friends at the Department of  Game and Inland Fisheries comes the Hunt Fish VA 

app for your smart device.   

 

From license info to laws, fish ID to local boat ramps, have instant access to lots of  information 

from VDGIF. 

 

Go to http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/app/ to either download by link or QR code. 

Brood II: The Insect Invasion 
 

I walk outside and the sound is like an alien spacecraft from a 1960’s movie.  That pulsing 

whine.  But the invaders are not from another world, just the emergence of  the 17 year        

Brood II Magicicada.  There are many different types of  cicada.  Some emerge annually, some 

semi     annually and others on 13 and 17 year cycles.  These insects live most of  their lives                

underground and only emerge as adults for a few weeks, mate, and die. 
 

The emergence of  such a volume of  protein can get you into some incredible fishing if  you are 

lucky.  The last emergence (1996) saw tiers franticly trying to produce an accurate pattern for 

the large bug.  Most have kept the pattern and they are not as hard to come by. 
 

For the next few weeks, cicada flies, large Black and Orange poppers and other bulky patterns 

should meet with success in most mid– Atlantic warmwater destinations.  Give some a try, then 

post your results on the website! 

 

For more cicada info look here, or here .  

For Magicicada specific info, try here. 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/app/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cicada
http://www.cicadamania.com/
http://magicicada.org/magicicada_ii.php
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TU Tri-State Youth Camp gearing up for 9th year 

Apr 25, 2013 

Launched eight years ago by the Virginia, Maryland/DC, and West Virginia TU Councils, the TU 

Tri-State Youth Camp is preparing to hold its 9th annual session this summer on June 23-28. Held 

at Graves Mountain Lodge in Syria, Va., the camp is known as a leading program among the 21 

youth camps conducted each summer by TU state councils across the country. While recruiting 

most of  its campers from the tri-state region, in recent years the camp has attracted campers from 

as far away as Alaska. 

Camp Director Paul Kearney says that more than 20 campers have gone on to pursue a career in 

environmental sciences, which they attribute in part to their camp experience. Evaluations have 

shown that “nearly all youth who attend the camp indicate that it gave them a greater understand-

ing of  the importance of  the TU mission of  conservation, and the motivation to both protect 

our natural resources and continue to fish and enjoy the outdoors,” Kearney adds. 

For full article, click here. 

 

Life After the Shenandoah River Fish Kills: What We Are Learning 

 

Friday, April 26, 2013 

 

Boyce, VA: Shenandoah Riverkeeper Jeff  Kelble gives the “All Clear!” this spring as he continues 

to monitor the health of  the fish in the Shenandoah River system with the help of  hundreds of  

volunteer fishermen. But Kelble reminds us that we’re not out of  the woods yet. 

Scientists continue to unravel the mystery of  the fish kills that occurred in the North and South 

Fork of  the Shenandoah River in 2004 and 2005. Since those kills, the population of  highly prized 

smallmouth bass has recovered completely and fishing has returned to legendary status. This re-

covery drives the quest for answers to what happened eight years ago this spring so we can take 

steps to avoid a recurrence. 

 

Full article here. 

http://www.vctu.org/2013/04/25/tu-tri-state-youth-camp-gearing-up-for-9th-year/
http://potomacriverkeeper.org/press-release-life-after-fish-kills
http://potomacriverkeeper.org/


 
 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Flan Under Review by Commonwealth 
 

From the Shenandoah Riverkeeper: 
 
...“For three years developers have had to make their pollution control documents and self  
inspections available to members of  the public upon request.”… 
 
…”this administration has decided that this provision could be an inconvenience for builders and 
they stripped it from the permit. If  removed, it will be five years before we get another chance to 
try to get it back.”… 
 
For full article click here: 
 
 

Date sensitive!  Public comment window closes Friday, June 7. 
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Fight the Madison Gateway!  
 

Since the last Hatches, there has been a lot of  activity on the Madison Gateway proposal.  The 

Rapidan Chapter Conservation Committee has been busy opposing said proposal and the word is 

getting out.  We also have directed some of  our Web resources to cover this and the VA Council 

of  Trout unlimited is taking notice as well. 

Should the Madison County Board of  Supervisors succeed, there could be significant damage to 

the Rapidan River and it’s fishery. 
 

To view the VA Council story, click here.  
 

To access the Rapidan Chapter “Fight the Madison Gateway” page, click here. 
 

Madison Gateway Action Alert 
 

To view the Madison County website that details the proposal, click here. 

Hot Topic 

http://potomacriverkeeper.org/updates/take-action-now-not-time-relax-regulations-against-construction-site-pollution
http://www.vctu.org/2013/04/18/tu-members-concerned-about-road-expansion-along-rapidan-river/
http://www.rapidantu.org/fight-the-madison-gateway/
http://www.rapidantu.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Action_Alert5.pdf
http://www.madisonco.virginia.gov/nationalpark.php


 

 Hatches 

 11305 Park Gate Dr. 

 Nokesville, VA 20181    

 

Rapidan Member 

Join us Wednesday June 5 

For  our  

June Casting Clinic 

On the grassy area at the Northern edge of  the shopping center. 

Pizza and meeting to follow 

 

Details on this and more inside! 

 


